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Dear St. Paul’s family: 
 

As we enter this season of preparation and celebration, may it be our intention that this will be 
a time of:  

 
�  pausing to breathe in deeply the blessings of each day; 
 
�  taking time for gratitude-filled-moments that help us to see differently; 
 
�  remembering those we have shared Christmas with in the past who are no longer with 

us though their love surrounds us still; 
 

�  letting go of the “shoulds” of the season and embracing the things that really matter: 
generosity, compassion, hospitality, and a commitment to helping bring God’s vision of 
peace; 

 
�  claiming the message of hope in the midst of the bittersweet realities of life’s 

paradoxes of suffering and joy, grief and thanksgiving, worry and wonder; 
 
�  embodying the Christmas message so that we may offer our presence as an ongoing 

Christmas gift of God’s caring to the world; 
 

�  allowing the Christ spirit to be born anew in our lives – to lead us in the ways of hope 
and love. 

 
May this Christmas time be filled with the awareness of the greatest gift of Christmas — 

Emmanuel, God with us — who comes to comfort us and challenge us, empowering us to be God’s 
light in the world.  

 
Each of us shares that light in our own unique way: whether through attentive listening, 

welcoming hospitality, flowing creativity, playful laughter, gentle compassion, extravagant generosity, 
or dedicated hard work. We look back over this year with gratitude at the multitude of ways that 
people give of themselves so that here within the community of St. Paul’s and beyond to the places 
where we engage with the world, there is a sharing that adds to the wholeness and well-being of our 
earth home, filling it with goodness and helping to create God’s dream of peace. 
 
May the blessings of the message of Christmas  
of love and hope, peace and joy fill our lives  
& through us, touch this world with caring! 
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The coming Christmas Season gives me an opportunity to reflect back on this 
past year and I find myself doing the same thing as I was doing last year.  I 
am thinking again ‘What an incredible year this one has been!’   I am 
continually amazed at the positive responses of this congregation to the needs of this church 
and the people of the world.  You generously support our general operating Funds and other 
special Funds such as the Mission and Service, Outreach, and Social Service Funds, and the 
unexpected expenses such as the parking lot repairs.   
 
The strong sense of team continues to build.  Many talented people have worked very hard 
on new incentives such as ‘Living the Welcome’.  This is teaching us more about being a 
welcoming community, which I believe is something we have always been.   Another new 
incentive revolves around the important question of Same Gender Marriage. I realize how 
sensitive this topic is, but am continually amazed at the maturity and openness of how it is 
being dealt with.  We can be very proud of this.  
 
Another thing we can be incredibly proud of is the image we have in our community. 
Consider this… in 2007 we have had Gordon Lightfoot, Dr. Emoto, Uncle the shaman of 
Greenland, past moderator and author Bill Phipps, author Carolyn Pogue, Matthew Fox, and 
Tom Jackson in our midst.  We are also continue to support the Hillcrest project, the 
Couchiching Jubilee House, and other social justice projects. I am often approached with the 
statement, “How do we do this?”  We are blessed with an imaginative staff team, a 
committed office team, and a passionate congregation that gets behind the projects and 
invariably volunteers to help out.  That’s the strong sense of team at St. Paul’s, and it is the 
envy of many other churches. Congratulations to all. 
 
To Karen, Fred and Blair, to the Board and Committees, to Christa, Rachael, Alice, Leona, 
and Kara, to all the many volunteers, and to you the congregation, again  thank you  for your 
contribution to the wellbeing of our community.  It is my hope that the amazing energy that 
we brought into 2007 will continue to be a gift to us in 2008.  
 
On behalf of the Board and myself, I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas, and a very 
happy and positive 2008.     
 
 
Blessings,  
Cam Davidson, Board Chair.  



NEW STAFF ASSOCIATE TEAM 

As many of you already know, there are a couple of new faces associated with 
youth and their families here at St. Paul’s. 

Rachael Howes and Kara Sinclair are sharing the position of Staff Associate for 
Children, Youth and Families .  This is a 15-hour per week position until the 
end of December ‘07.   

They will be working toward  building a sense of community amongst the families; supporting our 
leaders and developing, animating, promoting and coordinating new programs.   

Rachael already works on the Administrative Staff in the office.  She will be working 10 hours in this 
staff associate position.  Rachael has been around St. Paul’s for many years — mostly in the choir — 
and brings excellent communication and organizational skills to this position. 

Kara is a primary school teacher.  She and Ian Sinclair were married here at St. Paul’s on July 8th, 
2006.  Kara is currently a supply teacher and devotes 5 hours per week to this position at St. Paul’s.  
She will be the “face” of this team on Sunday mornings, giving assistance to leaders where needed.  
She brings her knowledge and experience with children as well as much enthusiasm to the staff of St. 
Paul’s.   It is exciting to welcome these two people into this new position.   

 

�
Karen  and Fred prepare for the CANDLES OF REMEMBERANCE 
AND LOVE SERVICE , which will be held on Sunday, December 9 at 
7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s United Church.  This service will be a special time of 
worship that includes lighting candles in memory of loved ones we miss and 
remember at Christmas.  Music will be provided by the Chancel Choir.  
Everyone is invited to stay after the service for cookies and cider. Everyone 
is welcome! 

�
Those hearts that we have treasured, 
 those lives that we have shared, 
 those loves that walked beside us, 
 those friends for whom we've cared, 
  their blessing rests upon us, 
  their life is memory, 
  their suffering is over, 
  their spirits are set free. 
�
They still give hope and comfort, 
  they did not lose the fight, 
 they showed us truth and goodness, 
 they shine into our night. 
  Remember days of gladness; 
  remember times of joy; 
  remember all the moments 
  that grief can not destroy. 
�
From hearts that we have treasured, 
 from lives that we have shared, 
 from loves that walked beside us, 
 from friends for whom we've cared, 
  we've learned to treasure kindness, 
  we've learned that grace provides, 
  we've learned to be together, 

we've learned that love abides.



LIVING THE WELCOME BBQ, SEPTEMBER 25 , 2007 
RESPONSES 

 
QUESTION:  WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO 
ST. PAUL’S? 

1. Women’s small group 
a. Reluctant at first 
b. Now running a small group 

2. Came with my parents 
3. Came first because of her mother 
a. Returned later because it was friendly 
4. Missed going to church – friends 

invited 
5. Moved here – wanted to connect to 

others, liked theology & music 
program 

6. Moved here – wanted children to 
connect and liked theology and music 
program 

7. (A Cadillac) – word of mouth 
8. Family 
9. Style of worship 
10. Music 
11. A calling 
12. Theology 
13. Friendliness of members 
14. The choir 
15. History of U.C. membership 
16. Personal approach 
17. Welcoming community 
18. Good luck! 
19. 3:30 Live/Michael Jones/UC Family 
20. Location of U.C. (2 people) 
21. Grew up in a U.C. family 
22. Location/UC family 
23. Location/work 
24. Came with family 
25. Always members, so came when we 

moved to Orillia 
26. Methodist from U.S. – so came here 

when we moved to Orillia 
27. Choir 
28. Senses of call to be with this 

community 
29. Stayed because it became friendly 
30. Keeps coming ‘cause it’s fun 
31. Came when I was a kid 
32. Stays ‘cause I like it – lots going on 
33. Needed a place to be around people 

and I felt welcome 
34. St. Paul’s is up to date (keeps me 

here) 

35. Passion for justice, love of exploring 
theology, forward thinking (keeps me 
here) 

36. Karen is a big part of it (staying here) 

QUESTION:  WHAT WAS YOUR 
SPECIAL MOMENT AT ST. 
PAUL’S? 

1. Tom Jackson Concert 
2. Gordon Lightfoot 
3. Week of Guided Prayer 
4. Confirmation Service of Daughter 
5. Paul Playing Piano 
6. Openness and exploring  your own 

spirituality 
7. Music and musical events 
8. singing in choir 
9. Our grandson was baby Jesus one-

year old at Christmas 
10. The African clothing drive, clothing 

all displayed and African clothing 
11. I was baptized here 
12. The Christmas play in the evening 
13. Meeting Paul when first came and 

finding out he had been at same 
church we had been at in Mississauga 

14. Both sons and everyone else in family 
came to church and sat together even 
though they do not go to church any 
more 

15. Circle of Light and how it was 
touching people’s life and we stood in 
a circle with candles and having new 
people come in 

16. Stephen Lewis presentation with two 
students and the first song he sang 
was the African national anthem and 
it opened them up 

17. The support she got when her mother 
died 

18. Married in church – created service 
19. Adult Baptism 
20. Small group connection with women 
21. Share with choir in special Christmas 

event 
22. Visit by Bishop Spong 
23. Watched over by music in church 
24. Joining and feeling included in Men’s 

Dinner kitchen group 



25. Bring children to Christmas Eve 
candlelight service (late) 

26. Given opportunity to preach 
27. Involvement in Youth Service last 

two years 
28. Got married here 
29. A funeral 
30. Meeting old friends/acquaintances 
31. Surprising Karen on her 50th birthday 

in middle of church service 
32. Confirmation 
33. First Jazz Sunday 
34. Confirmed as Stephen Minister 
35. Choir theatre night 
36. Joseph 
37. Talking with Gordon Lightfoot 
38. John Spong 
39. Did the Lenten service this year 
40. An annual meeting in the 1970s 
41. Holy week services 
42. Performing at Paul’s going-away 

party 
43. Attending “Joseph” and seeing family 

members play key roles 
 
QUESTION:  WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVOURITE PLACE OR SPACE AT ST. 
PAUL’S? 
1. Sitting room on  3rd floor – Room 340 
2. Banquet Hall – eating room – 

fellowship 
3. Sanctuary – stained glass 
4. Choir Loft – see what is going on 
5. Parlour 
6. Bradley Room 
7. McDonald Hall 
8. Library Reading Room 
9. Upstairs sitting room – Room 340 (4 

people)  

a. April sunshine 
b. Powerful moments 
c. Sense of peace 

10. Sanctuary (5 – 100% at table) 
a. Peaceful 
b. Stained glass 
c. Especially when it’s empty 
d. Or in the evening 
e. Evening Celtic service 

11. Kitchen – we love to eat 
12. Michael Jones playing grand piano in 

the Banquet Hall 
13. Banquet Hall – fellowship and 

community 
14. Library  
15. In congregation when music good 
16. Sanctuary 
17. In congregation and marvelous choir 
18. Sanctuary – at the moment 
19. Choir loft 
20. Sitting room upstairs 
21. My office 
22. Chancel steps 
23. Sanctuary 
24. Banquet Hall 
25. Kitchen 
26. Parlour small groups 
27. choir loft 
28. Karen’s old office 
29. Library 
30. Sanctuary (is in choir) 
31. Sanctuary – listening to music 
32. Sanctuary (3 people) 
33. Fellowship time in Banquet Hall 
34. Sitting room – top floor 
35. Parlour for meetings 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



QUOTES FROM FINDING YOUR PLACE 
 

 Finding Your Place is a small group where we share something of our journey so that we have the 
opportunity to get to know each other.  At this Fall’s Finding Your Place event that was part of the 
Stewardship Campaign ten people gathered for the lunch that the Stewardship Committee prepared and then 
spent the afternoon engaging in a variety of ways that help Karen get to know people, and them to get to know 
each other.  The comments people shared about why they want to find their place at St. Paul’s were powerful 
and the group agreed that those thoughts could be shared: 

- sense of feeling like belonging – sense of home 
- continue feeling connection and friendship & love & belonging 
- in & out over the years 
- came to be around more people who thought like me & want to care for world & community 
- everyone so welcoming; hope I can be that welcoming & give back what I’m getting 
- love to work with people, be with people 
- long to give 
- 5 years ago came, this year, full time 
- United Church of Canada –  something for me, as a child baptized, lost the Church for a while then 

another church, now returned 
- Chosen the United Church – now that I am alone 
- Here for 13-1/2 years, like the Church, like the community 
- fell into St. Paul’s 
- co-ordinate 2 programs out of St. Paul’s and when experienced loss made sense to come here  
- because so community-based, gives space to worthwhile programs 
- raised in United Church 
- 1-1/2 years ago husband died – church very supportive 
- need to be here 
- moved here recently; been with daughter before 
- 50 years at United Church before 
- this is quite different than past experiences in church 
- See what a larger church has to offer & get involved 
- moved here 2 years ago 
- Georgetown – going to a UC 
- woman down the street brought me 
- son – Cubs here – fell into  
- used to small churches – little daunting 
- kids didn’t want to flip around once they got here so we stayed even though we were church shopping 
- working in nursery 
- have a 3 year old so good to be in community 
- husband away a lot 
- into this church through my brother, married here 
- chosen to be here – now on staff 
- initially in the church because the activities so vast 
- capture my values and my thoughts 
- hoping to give back 
- wonderful sense of community & belonging 
- moved here when 4; confirmed here 
- because used to United Church 
- great church – feel like belong & still have own questions & doubts 
- drifted away – came back, St. Paul’s is my home town 
- don’t know how many different religions connected to this church but it’s great that we can all be here 

with our differences and all our questions with everyone respected. 



UNITED FOR PEACE CAMPAIGN 
 
November 4, 2007, marked the official launch of The United Church of Canada’s 
two-year United for Peace Campaign. The campaign, which will focus on 
education, advocacy, and fundraising, has set a financial goal of $2 million. Half of 
the monies raised will be designated to peacebuilding initiatives in Israel and 
Palestine, and the remainder will be used to support peace projects that are 
proposed by the United Church’s partners in Canada and around the world. 
 

Michaël Séguin works for The United Church of Canada  as an 
Ecumenical Accompanier serving on the World Council of Churches  
Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI).   With 
support from the Mission and Service Fund.      

 
An exerpt from his letter – August  2007 

  
      “The first story is that of Khaled, a young farmer from Tulkarem. I met him for 
the first time at the agricultural barrier at Deir Ghassum.  Every morning (except 

Friday), between 6:00 and 7:00 a.m., about 15 donkey carts, three or four tractors, and 100 farmers (or people 
pretending to be farmers and wanting to enter into Israel) cross this barrier. Around 6:00 a.m. the military jeep 
turns up that drops off two soldiers at the barrier. Depending on orders, the latter can choose to directly open 
the door and to inspect, two by two, the farmers' permits or to make them pass one by one through the metal 
detector (in the middle of the field!). After everyone has passed through, they then open the large door to 
allow the procession of donkeys and tractors….. Calling the farmers two by two, a soldier then checks papers 
and registers all those passing through on a list while the other continues to aim at people at the point of his 
machine-gun…in case of…I'm not too sure what…” 
(read the entire letter at www.united-church.ca  Search “ letters from overseas”) 
 
 

 

“KIDS FOR KIDS” SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECT 
 

In order to “think locally and act globally,” our Sunday School has come up with a project that our 
children can take part in that will benefit children throughout the world.  The idea is to have our 
children collect items that they would like to give a child (or children) in a third world country or to a  
family right here in our Orillia community.  This could be items such as school supplies — pencils, 
paper, crayons, —  or small toys, books, puzzles, etc.   We will have bags and a list of suggested 
gifts available on Sunday December 9th for the children to take home to fill.  They can then bring 
them back anytime up to Christmas.  Judith Rapson from our congregation will be going to 
Guatemala in January and will take the gifts with her to distribute. This project can extend 
throughout the Sunday School year too as we have a group from our own congregation going to 
Cuba next  November. 
 



BURMA  ~~  by Sara Jenkins 

 The following is a precis of an article sent to the Observer 
recently, for your perusal. Thanks for your interest, everyone.  

  
 We are motivated by our concern to build awareness and 
support for the people of Burma/Myanmar. (I will refer throughout 
this article to “Burma” as that was the original name before the current 
government decided to change it to Myanmar.) 
 
 My husband and I also feel very humbly grateful that we have had the opportunity to visit and work in 
Burma and along the Thailand border with Burmese refugees. As well, since “touching” these people as they 
have touched me, I have become more passionate about the social justice focus of our church. 
  
 Burma has suffered under a brutally oppressive military dictatorship for more than a generation.  With 
approximately 85-90% of its national budget used for the military, health-care and education are almost nil. 
(The General’s daughter’s wedding cost more than the entire annual health-care budget of the country).      
  
 In 1988, the Burmese Military Junta allowed the first democratic election in many years, believing it 
was “safe”. However, a Democratic leader, Aung Sang Sui Kyi arose – with 85% of the popular vote! The 
Generals have never acknowledged the will of the people. Rather, she has either been under house arrest or in 
prison since that time, except for a very few short periods. This Nobel Peace Prize winner was told by the 
Generals that if she were to leave her country to receive the prize she would never be allowed back. We have 
visited the National League for Democracy’s Headquarters in Rangoon, where members meet and support 
each other. Though it has been open off and on, under the watchful eye of the government, many of its 
members are in prison.   
  
 One major difference between the massacre of about 3000 peaceful marchers at the time of the 
election and incarceration of the winner in 1988 and the Buddhist march of two weeks ago is the internet. 
Now, 20 years later the world knows!  

  
 Last winter I had my first privilege of working voluntarily with refugees from Burma in one of five 
refugee camps, housing approximately 150,000 along the border with Burma in Thailand. An Orillia couple, 
Kathy and David Downham, retired teacher and doctor, have established a small Humanitarian Aid charity  - 
Project Umbrella Burma – with whom I worked. . It is available on the internet for further information.  I was 
learning much and teaching a little English while I was there. 

  
 Though the camps are very crowded, thousands more are expected and coming, any way they can get 
across the river.   

  
 The Burmese people’s warmth, gentleness and humour are so attractive, though arriving with 
unimaginable horror stories of violence, landmines, illness, separation from families. Facing their struggle 
every day with incredible patience, courage and community, is so moving for me. They are trapped; only 
wishing, I’m sure, for the same basic rights that most of us have never been without.         

  
I would like to share stories of two young girls I came to know. One 14 year old used to live in Burma, 

but now lives in a refugee camp. She came alone across the river as her parents had been killed by the 
Burmese Military. She has made friends though she is very sad and lonely for her family. As I was leaving to 
come back to Canada, I felt this warm hand clasp mine. I looked down to smile at her, only to have her 
squeeze my hand more tightly and say, “May I come with you to Canada?” Through the tears, I said a warm 
goodbye. I still hear her gentle voice today. The other little girl lives in Burma still. This 6 year old was 
walking down a village road and when she saw me approaching, she ran into the field to pick a flower for me. 
Though very poor and couldn’t speak English, I knew by her eyes and her gift that she wanted to say hello 
and welcome me.          

  



 In summary, the uniqueness of this unarmed peaceful protest of 2007, is that a “government” has 
killed and imprisoned revered Buddhist clerics and ordinary citizens in a peaceful unarmed protest. Who else 
in history took that kind of stand, in our religious tradition? 

  
 Whether they can prevail against this powerful military that seems to stop at nothing for power, they 
have done something extraordinary, and Burma can never, ultimately, be the same again. Will the Monks 
overcome guns with prayer?  May the world, especially the spiritual brothers and sisters of all faiths, have the 
courage and concern to stand with them? We all need to find our “monk” within and take our message to 
them.  

  
  As M.L.King said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”.  If readers would like 
concrete information about what they can do to help, please contact me at 705-326-1927, or 
jetsara@sympatico.ca 
 
 
 
STOCKS AS A DONATION TO THE CHURCH 

 
If you are interested in exploring the possibility of giving stocks to the church, 
which provides benefits for both the church and you, since it means you do not have 
to pay capital gains tax on your stocks plus you get a tax receipt for the full amount 
– it would be good for you to know that there is a process that has to be followed to 
make such a contribution which we now have in place so that this happen readily. 

 
The Government of Canada recently amended the capital gains tax legislation so that no tax will be 
assessed on gains in the value of securities that are donated to approved charitable organizations.  This  
has raised an interesting situation with respect to BCE (formerly Bell Telephone) shares. 
 
               All BCE shares are to be redeemed early in 2008, as they  are being taken over by a  
teachers'  pension fund.  These shares are  very widely held, and many people have owned them  for 
lengthy periods.  During the past 50 years or more, there has been a considerable increase  
 in the value of these shares, and many owners who hold them until they  are redeemed next year will 
be faced with significant capital gains tax;  half of the gain will be taxed at the shareholder's marginal 
tax rate. 
 
             However, if the shares  are donated to a charity, such as a  church, before the redemption date, 
the shareholder will benefit in two  ways.  First, the  shareholder will receive a receipt which can be 
used  to reduce income tax, and second, the shareholder can avoid whatever  capital gains tax would 
otherwise be applicable. 
 
                Members of our congregation who may have been considering  donating shares to the 
church, or another charity, may wish to look into  the above situation.  Members owning BCE shares 
are advised to consult  their financial advisors to determine whether an early donation of shares  
 would be worthwhile. 
 
     If you have any questions please contact our treasurer,  Dave Austin 325-8253 or any of our 
trustees:  Kirk Thornton 327-2178, Jack Allen 326-9450, Patti Page 326-1357, Jim Earle 325-3472, 
Faye Hunter 325-8760.



   
 
The December issue of “The United Church Observer” has just arrived, with its usual 
array of articles looking at faith, ethics, justice, and living: 

- Canada’s fair trade town (Wolfville, NS) 
- An advent message from our moderator (A flash of wonder) 
- Christmas as others see it  - Five non-Christian Canadians (a Muslim, a Jew, an 

Aboriginal, an atheist, and a Hindu) describe how Christmas appears to them 
- “What Would Jesus Drive?” – U.S. evangelicals focus on taking better care of 

God’s creation. 
- An interview with former moderator Very Rev. Bill Phipps who was at St Paul’s earlier this 

fall 
- Review of a documentary that brings residential school survivors face-to-face with people in 

the pews 
- Justice under the Christmas tree – book reviews of six new books for kids with a global 

conscience 
- And that’s just a sample! 

 
If you have your own copy – read and enjoy. 
If you forgot to subscribe last spring – borrow a copy from the St Paul’s library, and plan to subscribe 
in the new year!  Watch the bulletin and/or the Spire for details. 
 

 
 
 
Christmas Poinsettias 

   Once again you are invited to place a poinsettia in the Sanctuary in memory 
of a loved one.  Evans Flowers is offering a 25% donation back to the church 
on Christmas plants for the Church along with free delivery to St. Paul’s.  So 
you can shop locally and support St. Paul’s!  Orders must be placed prior to 

December 15th  so that the sanctuary can be filled with blossoms for the 
Dicken’s A Christmas Carol. Evans will also take your names for the In Memory list that will appear 
in the bulletin on December 23rd.  As always, you are welcome to purchase and place your own 
plant at your convenience and call the Church Office with you name(s) for the In M emory List. ����
 

 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to get email up-dates  
on what’s happening at St. Paul’s,  
send us an email at programstpauls@bellnet.ca  
 and we’ll put you on our list! 



United Church Supports Cyclone Victims in Bangladesh 

Cyclone Sidr 
 

GENEVA, November 18, 2007 —Responding to communities 
devastated by Cyclone Sidr, members of Action by Churches 
Together (ACT) International are beginning emergency support for 
more than 35,500 people in southern Bangladesh. Initial reports 
indicate that at least 2,200 people have died as a result of the 
cyclone, with the number expected to rise. 

ACT members are assisting families through emergency food 
support including rice, pulses, salt and oil as well as oral rehydration salts. 

ACT’s Rapid Response Fund receives an annual allocation from the United Church of Canada.  The United 
Church does not have partners in Bangladesh but is staying apprised of the situation on the ground through a 
regional partner and ACT.  

In addition to its support for the ACT Rapid Response Fund, the United Church will immediately contribute 
$5,000 from its Emergency Response Fund to Canadian Churches in Action (CCA). CCA is a group of 
Canadian churches, all members of the Canadian Foodgrains Bank (CFGB), that was formed in June 2007 to 
respond to non-food needs as a result of disasters.   The United Church is also exploring how it might use its 
equity in the CFGB to assist the people of Bangladesh as they begin to reconstruct their lives. 

 

	
CHURCH HISTORY TRIVIA 

 
This building on Queen Street West in Toronto was 
under construction in 1914 when World War 1 
began.  But an air of confidence at the Methodist 
General Council that year supported the $900,000 
commitment.  Printing presses, typesetting 
equipment, editorial and publishing offices and 
administrative offices of the Methodist Church of 
Canada were housed there. It was referred to as 
“The Wesley Building.”  In 1919 a new name was 
added: “The Ryerson Press,” an imprint that became 
one of the most prestigious in Canada.  After union 
in 1925 “The Wesley Building” became the national 
office for the United Church of Canada. It was sold 

in 1959 when new General Council offices were built. Who has occupied this building since then?     
 
 
 

(The answer is on page 16)   



ST. PAUL'S OUTREACH COMMITTEE - 
2007 

Part of the Committee’s mandate is to 
"educate the congregation about emerging and 
ongoing local and global needs and to encourage 
congregational response".  We have tried to do this 
throughout 2007.    

Early in the year we presented a program, 
with lunch, from the Adopt-a-Minefield 
Foundation to learn about landmines and their 
devastating effects.  Through our Early Bird 
Breakfasts you learned about projects undertaken 
in other countries by members of our St. Paul's 
community to educate children and to improve 
their level of nutrition.  Funds raised at these 
events went directly to the organizations involved.  
We provided funds to purchase a sewing machine 
for a woman's group in an African country.  Some 
money from the Moffatt Outreach Fund was used 
for start up costs for J P KIDZ CLUB, an after-
school children's program which is now being 
restructured and will return next year.   

St. Paul's continues to sponsor an apartment 
at Couchiching Jubilee House (CJH) - transitional 
housing for vulnerable women and their children in 
our community.  Help is provided through 
Outreach at times of tenant changes when the 
apartment is prepared for the new family by a team 
of volunteers.  Start up money is given for 
groceries and supplies and a Christmas gift is given 
to the resident family.  We promote CJH 
fundraising events and there is weekly involvement 
by one of our committee members at the Monday 
gathering of the CJH families, volunteers and staff, 
held in our Way Inn.  There is committee 
representation at the CJH Annual General 
Meeting.   

For many years you have supported our 
Children's Aid Society projects fund for camping 
opportunities for children in care and Christmas 
gifts for families.  Both the CJH and CAS efforts 
are supported by you, the St. Paul's community, 
through your gifts to our fund throughout the year,  

 
the grocery tape program and your amazing 
response to the CAS camping and Christmas 
projects.  The CAS workers and families are so 
appreciative of your gifts.   

Throughout the year we receive and review 
reports from St. Paul's Social Service Committee, 
Homelessness/Hillcrest Committee and Dresses for 
Zambia group and we appreciate the positive 
impact their efforts have locally and in the world 
community.  We support them as we are able.  We 
have agreed to contribute up to $10,000 to the 
Hillcrest Project from the Tommy Moffatt 
Outreach Fund, for their elevator.   

The Key Program - cooking for the 
homeless - has grown and continues weekly.  
There are five cooking teams, using four church 
kitchens now.  Several St. Paul's people are 
involved with a cooking team or with food pickup 
or delivery.  We were happy to provide some of 
the woman-power in the kitchen at the Living the 
Welcome conference - a significant weekend at St. 
Paul's.   

NONE OF THIS WOULD HAVE 
HAPPENED WITHOUT YOU - the generous and 
supportive people in our St. Paul's community. 
You really do make a difference, here at home and 
in far away villages.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
HELP AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT THROUGH 
2007.  

Your Outreach Committee is a small, 
friendly group and we would welcome one or two 
new members.  If you have an interest in joining 
us, please leave a note in any of our mailboxes. 
  
WE WISH ALL OF YOU A HAPPY AND 
HEALTHY 2008.  
  

~Irene Green, Janet Kiff, Pauline Radmore  
and Sylvia White~ 
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Saturday, December 15, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.  in the Banquet Hall.  St. Paul’s Couples Club (not just 
for couples) invites everyone (guests are welcome!) to their Christmas Pot-luck 
Celebration. Enjoy fellowship, food and fun followed by a Christmas programme 
featuring The School Belles.  Please bring your own cutlery, plate(s) and cup and a 
Christmas donation for The Sharing Place. 



JOHN SHELBY SPONG – from his website submitted by Margot Crowder 
 
John Wheeler from from San Diego, writes:  
I recently read your book A New Christianity for a New World immediately after reading Richard Dawkins' 
The God Delusion. I was struck by how much the two of you agree! I'm wondering if you have read his book 
and what you think of his arguments there. (By the way, he speaks highly of you at one point in the book).  
 
I'm a member of Christ Lutheran Church in Pacific Beach, California, and have heard you speak there and 
elsewhere in San Diego on several occasions. My wife and I were among the facilitators of our church's 
welcoming statement. I have been frustrated for some time at the language that continues to be used in the 
services that reinforces and prolongs the theistic concept of God. A welcome topic for a future piece would 
be suggestions for substitutions for outmoded language in the liturgy.  
 
Thank you for continuing to speak and write your beliefs.  
 
Dear John,  
Thank you for your kind comments. My online essays are available to newspapers for reprinting as op-ed 
pieces any time they wish. The only requirement is that they state, "Reprinted by permission of Waterfront 
Media, Bishop Spong's online publisher. Bishop Spong's columns appear weekly on his Web site, 
www.JohnShelbySpong.com."  
 
In regard to your question about Richard Dawkins, I am not surprised at the level of agreement you find 
between us. I think Professor Dawkins is both brilliant and an incredible communicator. The definition of God 
that he rejects is the same one I reject. The difference being that he thinks the God he rejects is the western 
God of Christianity and I believe that deity is a distortion of who and what God is. The Christian Church has 
made such incredulous claims about who God is and who God hates and how God acts that it is always on 
the defensive when new learning that challenges old definitions appears. Traditional Christianity has been 
buffeted by the insights of Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, Newton, Darwin, Freud and many others. They have 
destroyed the credibility of much of our God talk. Richard Dawkins points that out in powerful ways, feeding 
his conclusion that God is a harmful delusion that ought to be dismissed. I agree that God is in fact a 
delusion and ought to be dismissed. We disagree on the question of whether that God is the God 
encountered in Jesus of Nazareth or a gross distortion. I believe it is a distortion.  
 
I met Richard Dawkins some years ago when I gave a lecture at New College, Oxford. I had just that day 
read his incisive book The Selfish Gene in the Bodleian Library at Oxford so I was pleased to find myself 
seated next to him at the High Table for dinner.  
 
I am glad his book is so popular. I think it feeds the very debate that the 
religious tradition of the west needs to have. J. B. Phillips, another Englishman, 
once wrote a book entitled Your God Is Too Small. I believe that is the great 
problem facing contemporary Christianity. Richard Dawkins helps to make sure 
we face that problem and, for that reason, I welcome his book.  

- John Shelby Spong  

 
A Christmas Tradition for Couchiching Jubilee House : This year's CBC sponsored dramatic reading of Charles 

Dickens' A Christmas Carol will be performed at 7:00 p.m., Sunday, December 16, 2007 at St. 
Paul's United Church. 
  
This promises to be another fabulous performance, with readings by Orillians Doreen Uren 
Simmons, Janet-Lynne Durnford and Mike Saddy, plus David James,(Cellar Singers; Opera 
Archivist) and CBC 2's Nightstream host, Jowi Taylor.  Glorious music will be provided by the St. 
Paul’s United Church choir at the direction of Blair Bailey. 
  
Tickets are $15.00, available at the Church Office, Spotlight on Arts and Home Hardware on Front 
Street. 
  
In addition, Liz Schamehorn has lent her original artwork for the Christmas Carol posters and 
bookmarks to a series of Christmas cards.   Packaged in sets of six for $10.00, these delightful 

depictions of Scrooge, Tiny Tim, the Fezziwigs and Marley's ghost will be enjoyed and treasured by those receiving 
them.   Thank you for supporting Couchiching Jubilee House: enabling vulnerable women to improve their quality of life 
through individualized support and transitional housing



 

<In this (Sept.  issue) 

         did you see this?>                                                                                          
 
 
and letters in more recent Observer 
issues? 

What do you think??????? 
 

Some Quotes from the article 
·  “Although General Council finance officials insist the church is in good overall fiscal shape, the 

upheaval at Chruch House has roots in budget constraints, including flat annual Mission and 
Service Fund givings (about $30 million for two decades) and salaries that rise with the cost of 
living..”   

  
·  “… a net loss of 20 jobs…about 11 percent of General Council staff.”  
·  “Increased emphasis on congregations comes at the expense of justice work and global 

partnerships, critics say.”   
 

·  “Grants to global partners and special support for Canadian congregations and ministries will be 
cut by $900,000 each in 2009 budget.”  

 
·  “…less social justice, peace and refugee work will be done by General Council staff, similar work 

should increase in congregations.”  “If you’re going to survive, sometimes you have to go back to 
the foundation and rebuild it.”  “I hate to say it but we are a congregational church, and for a lot of 
congregations like ours, it’s going to be very refreshing.” 

 
·  “By definition, having priorities means saying that somethings are more important than 

others…That’s so hard in our context where nothing we do as a church is without importance.” 
 
Some people have asked what can we do to reverse the 2009 cuts to global partners and mission and support 
grants in Canada? The General Council Executive has agreed that any Mission and Service Fund gifts over 
$30.2 million this year will be applied equally to offset the grant cuts in 2009.  Now is the time to let our 
money do the talking. 
 
 
 

Sunshine and Co. Theatre Vouchers  
  

UCW Unit #2 will once again be selling theatre vouchers for the summer season.  Next 
year's shows are: Educating Rita, Cottaging 101, Annie (Lightfoot Auditorium), Are 

You Being Served? (Lightfoot Auditorium), and What a Swell Party This Is! (Fred 
Astaire).  One voucher, good for any one show, is $23. All five shows would be $115 

(includes Opera House levies and $25 profit for UCW).  A great Christmas present!  Phone 
Diane for more information or vouchers (327-7333), or look for our UCW table at Fellowship Time.  
 

 



 

PASO  POR  PASO  REPORT  -  
OCTOBER  2007 

Assistance  for  Guatemalan  Mayan  
Families 

 
 It  was  with  considerable  excitement  that  
members  of  Paso  Por  Paso  went  to  Panajachel,  
Guatemala  last  January.  The  organization  had  
been  incorporated,  approval  as  a  registered  
charitable  organization  was  imminent  and  $6000  
had  been  raised.  Judith  Rapson,  Pat  and  Roger  
Pretty  went  in  early  January,  to  be  followed  a  
few  weeks  later  by  Fayne  and  Catherine  Bullen  
with  David  Rapson  joining  them  in  February. 
 
 The  early  birds  discovered  on  their  arrival  
that  the  new  Guatemalan  school  year  was  about  
to  begin.  This  necessitated  a  hasty  meeting  with  
our  Guatemalan  advisors  and  nine  kids  from  a  
very  lengthy  waiting  list  had  their  schools  fees  
and  essential  supplies  paid  for  so  they  attend  
classes  immediately.  The  information  received  to  
date  while  incomplete  suggests  that  the  kids  are  
doing  well.  This  involved  an  expenditure  of  
$110  US  per  student.  In  2008  the  plan  is  to  
continue  to  assist  the  kids  we  already  sponsor  
and  to  start  a  new  group. 
 
 The  micro  loans  took  longer  to  organize.  
The  women  had  to  instructed  on  how  to  use  a  
bank  account  because  the  money  would  be  
deposited  in  the  bank  and  the  repayments  made  
to  the  bank.  It  was  emphasized  that  the  money  
could  only  be  used  to  start  a  small  money  
making  business,  no  gold  teeth,  a  popular  
Guatemalan  fashion  statement,  nor  was  it  to  be  
given  to  their  husbands.  Paso  was  expecting  to  
make  loans  to  ten  women  of  $160  US,  but  the  
women  wanted  as  many  as  possible  to  receive  a  
loan  so  they  opted  for  twenty  women  to  receive  
$80  US.  Examples  of  the  use  of  the  money  
include  buying  chickens  to  raise  so  eggs  and  
surplus  birds  could  be  sold,  buying  thread  to  
weave  fabrics,  or  buying  a  juice  squeezer  to  
make  juice  to  sell  on  the  streets  of  Panajachel.  
To  date  there  have  no  defaults  on  the  
repayments.  The  money  that  has  been  repaid  will  
soon  be  issued  as  new  loans.  We  plan  to  add  to  
the  capital  so  even  more  loans  can  be  made. 
 
 Up  in  the  hills  overlooking  Panajachel  
and  Lake  (lago)  Atitlan  is  the  village  of  Tierra  
Linda  (beautiful  land).  The  village  can  be  
reached  only  with  difficulty  by  vehicles.  On  our  
return  the  van  was  unable  to  climb  one  of  the  
hills  forcing  the  passengers  to  get  out  and  walk  

to  the  top.  While  some  agriculture  is  done,  the  
villagers  work  in  Pana  which  they  reach  via  a  
path  that  descends  about  a  1000  ft.  Tierra  Linda  
has  a  small  primary  school  (primaria  escuela).  
The  classrooms  are  small,  poorly  lit  (sometimes  
no  windows,  with  only  a  single  light  bulb),  use  
discarded  school  furniture,  and  essentially  have  
no  school  supplies.  Inspite  of  this  the  school  is  
crowded  and  even  more  kids  want  to  attend.  To  
meet  the  demand  for  accommodation  four  
additional  rooms  had  been  started  but  funding  
had  run  out.  When  Paso  arrived  in  February  two  
of  the  new  rooms  needed  only  doors  (puertas)  
and  windows  (ventanas)  so  they  could  be  used  
during  the  coming  rainy  season.  After  meeting  
with  the  villagers  Paso  agreed  to  supply  the  
money  (el  dinero)  and  the  village  men  the  
labour.  The  job  was  done  in  time!  However,  the  
work  required  to  compete  the  other two  rooms  is  
much  greater  but  perhaps  one  could  be  finished  
this  year.  To  meet  the  dearth  of  school  supplies  
the  school  would  like  a  photo  copier.  Assurance  
has  been  given  that  the  copier  can  be  
maintained. 
 
 The  Tierra  Linda  school  has  been  twinned  
with  the  Warminster  school.  To  date  this  has  
been  only  one  way  since  there  was  so  little  time  
in  February  to  explain  the  concept  to  the  staff  
of  the  escuela.  However,  now  that  contact  has  
been  made  a  greater  effort  will  be  made  to  
make  the  twinning  two  way.  The  hope  is  to  add  
two  more  schools  to  the  twinning.  Twinning  has  
proved  very  beneficial  to  other  schools   in  the  
area. 
 
 Paso  Por  Paso  is  appreciative  of  the  
support  that  St.  Pauls  has  provided  and  says  a  
BIG  THANK  YOU!  Judith  will  be  at  the  Early  
Bird  Breakfast  on  18th  November  with  additional  
information  and  with  goods  from  Pana  to  sell  to  
raise  funds. Please  be  assured  that  none  of  the  
money  raised  is  used  to  pay  travel,  
accommodation,  food   or  any  other  expense  of  
Paso  members.  All  the  money  raised  is  used  to  
assist  Guatemalan  Mayan  families.  
 
Gracias  mis  amigos,  David  for  Paso  Por  Paso  
(step  by  step). 
 
 

 
CHURCH HISTORY TRIVIA  Answer  - 

City TV and Much Music 
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DECEMBER 9 
7:30 p.m. ~ Candles of Rememberance & Love 

 
DECEMBER 12 

  
7:30 pm ~ Wisdom Circle 

Advent Reflections 
 

DECEMBER 16 
 

10:30 ~ Advent 3 ~ Joy 
 

3:30 LIVE! ~ Giving from the Heart 
 with Folk Group Alex 

Christmas Potluck 
 

7:00 pm 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol 

 
DECEMBER 19 

 
7:30 pm ~ Wisdom Circle 

Winter Solstice & Christmas  
with a Cappella choir Reconaissance 

 
DECEMBER 23 

 
10:30 ~ Advent 4 ~ Love 

Christmas Sunday! 
 

DECEMBER 24 
 

4:00 pm ~ Christmas Eve 
Dramatic Storytelling 

Candle lighting 
 

     7:00 ~ Christmas Eve 
Dramatic Storytelling 

Candle lighting 
Music by  

Carol & Youth Choirs 
 

10:00 ~ Candlelight Communion 
Music by Chancel Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The start of December ushers in a time of anticipation, joy, peace, goodwill to all.  Or does 
it?  For people experiencing grief, illness, financial difficulties, or loneliness, it can be a very 
difficult time of the year.  If this is true for you, or someone you know, it may help to talk to a 
friendly, caring listener at Telecare . We’re available day or night, at  325-9534.  All calls are 
anonymous and confidential. 
 



FINANCIAL UPDATE of ST. PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH 
 
A Financial Update to November 30, 2007: 

·  Our expenses are up  by $7,900 to date over last year  
·  Our income to general revenue (which covers the daily expenses of St. Paul’s) is down $8,400 
·  We have the added expense this year of the parking lot  

 
As we enter the month of December we are in a deficit position and need everyone’s help to turn it around.   
 
This season of giving and generosity is a wonderful time to put St. Paul’s on your Christmas gift list to give a 
special over and above financial gift to St. Paul’s for Christmas. When you contribute to this ministry that we 
all share you are contributing toward a wide variety of needs in our world  
 
It is with deep gratitude that we celebrate all that everyone gives throughout the year.  Together we are part of 
the light of God’s love shining in the world! 
 

DECEMBER FINANCIAL GOALS 
 
To meet the revenue portion of our budget for 2007 of $353,000 together we need to contribute $77,400 by 
the end of December as an investment in the significant ministry we share here at St. Paul’s which makes such 
a difference in the world.   
 
UPDATE RE DECEMBER GOAL OF $77,400  
FOR GENERAL FUND FOR THE REVENUE PART OF THE BUDGET 
 

VISA monthly     3,700 
PAR monthly     9,700 
Offerings Dec 3 to local   4,057 

              
Total Contributions to Dec 3  17,457    THANK YOU!! 
 

 Amount Remaining to Goal    $59,943 
 
OUR GOAL FOR MISSION AND SERVICE FUND FOR THE YEAR IS $60,000.   
 
 Total contributions to date  52,182    THANK YOU! 
 
 Amount Remaining to Goal   $7,818 
 
The CAS Christmas Project has now contributed over $2,700 to CAS this year and is now complete!   
Thank you! 
 
UPDATE FOR THE PARKING LOT REPAIR WHICH TOTALED $37,000  
WITH $18,554.09 STILL NEEDED AS DECEMBER BEGAN 
 
 Total Contributions to Dec 3     1,725 
 
 Amount Remaining to Goal $16,829 
 

Contributions are gratefully received via  
Visa, which can be phoned in, Debit Card, Cash or Cheque.   

You can arrange for a monthly contribution through the PAR program  
(Pre-Arranged Remittance to come directly out of your bank)   

Watch soon for an opportunity to contribute via PayPal  
on our website www.stpaulsunitedchurch.org.  



 
A CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
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Consider making a special donation this Christmas to the ministry we share here at St. Paul’s where we are 
there for people all through the year to provide:  

·  caring for the hurts and the hopes of the people of the church, community and world; 
·  opportunities for people to grow in faith and be part of a community that seeks to reflect love; 
·  support to develop responses to life that are loving and mature; 
·  encouragement and support for spiritual awakening that helps us to live the ways of hope and peace. 
              Help us to be able to keep responding to the many needs and projects  
                          that make such a positive difference  
                           by making sure that this building and all the resources here, are available  
                                                         to be part of the transformation that we seek of a world whose goal  is  
                                                             sustainability, equality, and the well being of all people and creation 
                                                                       May the Christ Spirit touch our hearts and inspire us to share! 



THE SPIRITUALITY OF FUND-RAISING 
from the lectures of Henri J. M. Nouwen 

 

Prayer  is the radical starting point of fund-
raising because in prayer we slowly 
experience a reorientation of all our thoughts 
and feelings about ourselves and others.  To 
pray is to desire to know more fully the truth 
that sets us free (see John 8:32).  Prayer 
uncovers the hidden motives and 
unacknowledged wounds that shape our 
relationships.  Prayer allows us to see 
ourselves and others as God sees us.  Prayer 
is radical because it uncovers the deepest 
roots of our identity in Good.  In prayer we 
seek God’s voice and allow God’s word to 
penetrate our fear and resistance so that we 
can begin to hear what God wants us to know.  
And what God wants us to know is that before 
we think or do or accomplish anything, before 
we have much money or little money, the 

deepest truth of our human identity is this:  
“You are my beloved son.  You are my 
beloved daughter.  With you I am well 
pleased” (see Luke 3:22).  When we can claim 
this truth as true for us, then we also see that 
it is true for all other people.  God is well 
pleased with us, and so we are free to 
approach all people, the rich or the poor, in 
the freedom of God’s love.  Whether people 
respond to our fund-raising appeal with a  
“Yes”, a “No” or a “Maybe” is less important 
than the knowledge that we all are gathered 
as one on the holy ground of God’s generous 
disposition toward us.  In prayer, therefore, we 
learn to trust that God can work fruitfully 
through us no matter where we are or who we 
are with. 

 
OTHER QUOTES FROM HENRI’S BOOKS: 
 

The real danger facing us is to distrust our desire for communion.   
It is a God-given desire without which our lives lose their vitality and our hearts grow cold.  

 (Here and Now) 
 

Community is first of all a quality of the heart.   
It grows from the spiritual knowledge that  

we are alive not for ourselves but for one another.   
(Bread for the Journey) 

 
Every time we approach people for money,  

we must be sure that we are inviting them into this vision of fruitfulness  
and into a vision that is fruitful. 

 
We need friends.   

Friends guide us, care for us, confront us in love, console us in times of pain… 
The more able we are to receive the different gifts our friends have to give us,  

the more able we will be to offer our own unique but limited gifts.   
Thus, friendships create a beautiful tapestry of love.  

 (Bread for the Journey) 
 

Fund-raising must always aim to create new, lasting relationships. 
 

From beginning to end, fund-raising as ministry is grounded in prayer and undertaken in gratitude. 
 

The more we touch the intimate love of God which creates,  
sustains and guides us,  

the more we recognize the multitude of fruits that come forth from that love.  
 (Lifesigns) 



Improving Communication for 
Pastoral Care at St. Paul’s 

 
In a congregation the size of St. Paul’s, it 

can be easy for people to fall through the cracks.  
Even though we have many volunteers on the 
pastoral care team, the care that might be offered 
can only happen if the right people hear about it.  
That requires each one of us to take some 
responsibility for ourselves, our families, and our 
neighbours.   

In September we introduced a new tool to 
assist us all in providing improved pastoral care to 
members of our congregation.  This tool is a 
purple slip of paper titled “Caring for Myself, 
Caring for Others” (sample shown below).  It can 
be found hanging from the hooks on the back of 
the pews in the sanctuary.  When this form is filled 
out by you with information about a situation 
where pastoral care may be needed, you can 
place it in the offering basket on Sunday morning 
or take it to the office. 

Steps can then be taken to have the 
appropriate pastoral care givers follow up on the 
information.  Because the information is in writing 
it can be kept on file and contact results can be 
recorded enabling Fred or Karen to know if further 
attention is required. 

Thank you to those who have already 
made use of the forms. They are proving to be 
effective.   

If you are at home and so do not have a 
form handy, please do not hesitate to 
communicate a need to someone such as your 
phone contactor, or a member of the Pastoral 
Care Committee, or directly to Fred or Karen 
through the office.  

 
Caring for Myself, Caring for Others  

Date: ______________ 
Name of Person making the Request:  
_____________________________  
Phone Number: 
_____________________________ 
 
For Myself: 
 Please check appropriate boxes for follow-
up Pastoral Care: 
 

�  I would like a phone call, I am new in 
the community. 

�  I would like a phone call to provide 
pastoral care support for me.  

�  There has been a significant death in 
my life. 

�  I will be going into hospital or 
treatment. 

�  A family member will be going into 
hospital or is receiving medical 
treatment. 

�  I/We have experienced major changes 
in my/our life/lives. 

�  I am now providing significant support 
for a family member and need support 
myself. 

�  I would like someone to call me about 
Stephen Ministry. 

�  I would like someone to call me about 
pastoral visitors to nursing homes or to 
those who are housebound. 

�  I would like a call so that I can arrange 
to include myself or a loved one on the 
prayer list. 

 
For Others: 
 I want to make sure that staff and pastoral 
care teams know about a significant reality in 
someone’s life (this will be news that is public 
that we want to make sure doesn’t get missed) 
e.g.  
�  significant birthday or anniversary 
�  death in a family 
�  someone who is needing to provide 

extra  support for a family member 
�  an award 
�  medical diagnosis 
�  major life change 
�  other 

____________________________ 
________________________________ 

 
Name of Person: 
__________________________ 
 
Someone I  have been missing in Church 
recently:  
_____________________________________ 
 
I have met a new person to our Church:  
_____________________________________ 

 
Please place completed form in offering basket 

 or bring to Church office. 



EMPOWERING OUR CHURCH TO DREAM – ENABLING IT TO SER VE 
 
“Empowering our Church to Dream – Enabling it to Serve” is a new campaign of the Toronto 
United Church Council.  Its intention is to raise 20 million dollars to create a base of funding 
so that as a church we are freed to dream and enabled to serve as we seek new and life 
giving ways to be the church in these times.  Within the brochure that details this campaign 
there is a story about one man who was passionate about the well being of the church and so 
gave his estate to the Council to ensure that as a church we could dream and serve.   
 
THE LEGACY OF GEORGE H. ARMSTRONG 

  
Before his death in 1938, George H. Armstrong knew that his church was moving into a 
period of dramatic change; innumerable new congregations would be needed in his beloved 
Toronto, and the surroundings area.  To the fulfillment of this dream, he left his entire estate.  
Some of the congregations begun with the support of the Armstrong Fund have completed 
their ministries and others continue.  The “Armstrong supported” list is impressive.  
 

Forest Hill Armour Heights Wilson Heights St. Andrew’s (Markham) 
Leaside Lawrence Park The Donway Cosburn 
Victoria Park Yorkminster Malvern Emmanuel Royal York Road 
Alderwood Rexdale Heart Lake Islington 
Northlea West Ellesmere Northwest Barrie Lakeview 
St. James (Etobicoke) Hillcrest North Star (Brampton) Riverside 
Covenant Long Branch Thretheway Park Iondale Heights 

 
When a base of funding is in place it enables us to dream of ways that we can serve.  One of the 
many churches supported by the Armstrong Fund is a church called Hillcrest which  took my 
thoughts to Hillcrest here in Orillia which was originally a nursing home that our congregation played 
a significant role in developing and supporting through a team of volunteers who built a wonderful 
community of caring.  Now Hillcrest is being reborn as housing for vulnerable seniors – again 
through the dreams of volunteers from St. Paul’s and beyond.  The Hillcrest building is owned by 
the Toronto United Church Council.  Funding for renovations and ongoing upkeep will come from 
other sources.  
 
Anytime we choose, like George Armstrong did, to be part of providing a base of funding that 
empowers the church to dream, we are enabled to do amazing things that make this world a better 
place.  
 
HILLCREST UNDER CONSTRUCTION: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Submitted by Karen Hilfman Millson 
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In my dreams, I see a procession  
making its way across a wasteland 

under the long cold light  
of the Solstice stars. 

 
It is not an invading army-- 

they carry no weapons,  
their hearts are unguarded. 
It is not a party of refugees-- 
they are neither desperate,  

nor dispossessed. 
They are neither traders,  
nor travelers for pleasure,  

nor any other type of wayfarers  
the world has ever known before. 

They are emissaries of peace. 
 

Among their number  
are people of every colour, faith and nation 

all ages, all genders, all identities 
both rich and poor,  

both exalted and humble of station 
all bound together and made equals 

by love, and by the gravity of their mission. 
 

Their eyes are patient.  
Their hearts are composed. 

Their pace is steady, geared for endurance. 
They know their travels  
will be long and hard. 

 
They are a new Posada,  

a new journey of the Magi 
A new Exodus desert sojourn 

seeking a home for their precious cargo 
seeking receptive minds for their message, 
a message that transcends all boundaries 

that dissolves all ancient quarrels. 
 

And as they walk together,  
they sing 

the most beautiful song  
the world has ever known. 

And though I have never heard it before, 
I find I know every word. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Will this procession,  
this tribe of peacemakers, 
find the home they seek? 
Will they find a community 

 that will open its ears? 
Open its hearts and minds? 

Take them all in, 
 in all their shapes and colors? 

Listen to and learn from their song? 
 

In my dreams,  
I never receive  

an answer to those questions. 
In my dreams,  

the tribe of peacemakers is still wandering 
questing across the desert  

for their Universal promised land 
a land without boundaries of Us vs. Them 

where people remember they are all children of 
the same Mother 

And no longer raise up arms  
against each other 

 
But when I awake, 

 I know the tribe of peacemakers 
has found shelter for their journey 

 in my heart 
 

Oh may it be,  
as our troubled world 

wheels its way 
 through another Solstice, 

that you too receive  
this Posada of Peacemakers 
and give them lodging also, 

till every heart is home  
to their message of peace… 

every voice is raised in their song 
every person become member of their tribe 

and the whole world become the Promised Land 
for All. 

 
Listen.  

They are on the move now.  
You will know them by their song. 

The words will come to you if you let them. 
 

 
WINTER SOLSTICE  

& Christmas Celebration  
Wednesday, December 19 at 7:30 p.m.   

with  a cappella chamber choir, Reconaissance.   
A time of meditation and�spiritual nourishment��

�



 

 
 
A BIG                                              to the  volunteers that made special  
 
tree ornaments for each of our Sunday School children – Deanna 
Carbert, Norma Homer, Deanna Peacock, Jason Patterson, Robert 
Chapman and especially Carley Wortman for leading the team.   
 
 
 
 

LIVING THE WELCOME – Fashion & Accessories make great 
Christmas gifts!  
Available for purchase are Living the Welcome T-shirts that are yellow with 
orange writing at a cost of $10 each; waterbottles for $7 each and fridge 
magnets for $2. All have the Living the Welcome, Emerging Spirit Logo.  
Contact the Church Office 326-7351. 
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If you would like to mark the memory of a loved one as a decoration on the tree, please record the 
name on the list provided in the Narthex. 
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               www.stpaulsunitedchurch.org  
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              www.wondercafe.ca   

                                               
 
 



Life at St. Paul’s  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jazz Sunday, October 21 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Fall Feast, November 3 
with the amazing talents of chef Soo Chung Lem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Nursery Families Luncheon, November 4  
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Fox, November 9 & 10  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annual Retreat, November 16 – 18  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10th Anniversary of Stephen Ministry at St. Paul’s, Nov ember 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Celtic Celebration, November 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
White Gift Sunday, December 2 
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St. Paul’s United Church 

62 Peter Street North 
Orillia, ON  L3V 4Z1 

(705) 326-7351 
  

PASTORAL STAFF 
Rev. Karen Hilfman Millson ext.106 

e-mail: karenhm@bellnet.ca  
Fred Joblin ext. 107 

fredjoblin@rogers.com 
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Blair J. Bailey ext. 108 

mayumikuba@hotmail.com 
 

STAFF ASSOCIATE TEAM FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES 
Kara Sinclair and Rachael Howes, ext. 113 

 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Christa J. Cameron  ext. 110 
financialstpauls@bellnet.ca 

 
PROGRAMME & PEOPLE CO-ORDINATOR 

Rachael Howes ext. 104 
programstpauls@bellnet.ca 

 
SECRETARY/RECEPTIONIST 

Alice de Munnik ext. 101 
stpaulsorillia@bellnet.ca 

 
CUSTODIAN 

Leona Ladouceur 
 

CHAIR OF THE BOARD 
Cam Davidson 

 
CHAIR OF COUNCIL 

Cathy Brown 
 

CHERUB CHOIR CONDUCTOR 
Laura Siddall 

 
CAROL CHOIR CONDUCTOR 

Kathie Joblin 
 

STEPHEN LEADERS 
Sandra Marshall 
Cathy Marshall           

Sandy Michener 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEAM 
COORDINATOR 

Bonnie Taylor 
�


