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There is a deep spiritual hunger
rippling through our North American life style
a hunger created by our consumer culture that is now consuming us.

There is also an incredible spiritual awakening happening!

While it is true there are devastating realities happening in our world today ...
all one has to do is turn on the news to be bombarded by overwhelming atrocities ...

there is also a movement that is rising up

from the grassroots of community.
People are finding others who have the same hunger, the same longings
and gathering together to nourish mind, body and spirit

and to connect their energies and intentions

to work toward something positive.

That'’s the gift of community...
finding companions for the journey as we seek to live life fully,
sharing the fullness of our gifts to help make this world
a place of wholeness and well-being.

When a spiritual community is healthy and life-giving
there is encouragement to speak both our joys and our sorrows,
there are creative opportunities to share time and talents in meaningful ways,
there is permission to live the questions without needing to find absolute answers
as we journey together toward expanding understanding and deeper authenticity.

In the midst of these times of seismic changes that can feel so disruptive
the question is being asked in a multitude of ways:
has the church lost its value ... is it an institution whose time has come to slowly die?
My response to that question is repeatedly a resounding NO!
Well it is true that the church as we have known it in the past will change,
as we seek to be faithful to the dynamic quality of faith
that calls us to continue to grow and evolve and respond to life around us,
if we are willing to do that,
then we will have a role to play in these times of change.
When we live our calling to be a healthy life-giving community
then we are actively seeking to share
the light of God’s love through our lives in the same way Jesus did through his life
> by challenging systems and attitudes that denigrate people
> by spending time in fellowship that is boldly welcoming of everyone
> by being intentional about centering time to reconnect to divine love deep within
that is the still point where we reconnect to our authentic selves once again...
THEN we create the opportunity for AMAZING things to happen.

A healthy, life-giving church community
that truly commits to living the Golden Rule of compassion
of “do unto others as you would have them do unto you”
(a commandment that is part of every world religion)
and expresses that compassion in a commitment to social justice
where the well-being of all are considered as we make decisions and choices,
such healthy life-giving church communities
become a source and model of hope in this world.




For me, being part of community, with all its blessings and struggles, is a key part of
the nourishment | need to live my life fully.

CS Lewis makes the point well about the impact of community on our lives.
When asked whether it is really necessary to be part of a community
he took tongs and lifted a coal out of the fire
and watched in silence as it slowly burned out.

I know that for me it is through gathering in community
> to worship and pray,

> to work toward a cause we feel passionate about,

> to care for one another and challenge one another,
> to tell our stories both ancient and new,
> to explore the questions of life
...... that | experience nourishment in my life.
| need to be in community
to stay balanced and to grow
as much as | need time alone and time in nature.

Community, solitude, nature, friends, time for significant conversation
these are all things that satisfy that spiritual hunger that gnaws at us
filling us with nourishment that enables us to
go forth into the world with a daring and tender love
to see the face of God in everyone we meet
and for others to see the face of God'’s love in us.

So deep gratitude for all who are companions on the journey
as together we walk toward the incredible spiritual awakening
that brings the hope of life-giving transformation!

CHANGES ON THEIR WAY IN TORONTO CONFERENCE submitted by Karen Hilfman Millson

Over the past year Toronto Conference has been working toward fulfilling a motion made at last year’'s
annual meeting that will see conference staff distributed to four new presbyteries — down from the original
nine presbyteries. The intention of the change is to bring staff closer to the most significant mission units —
which are the congregations.

This change will officially begin in July 2009. In preparation there will be three meetings of the new
presbyteries in 2008. One happened in March, another will be at the annual meeting of Toronto Conference
on May 31 and the third meeting will be in October. To facilitate this process there are a multitude of teams
taking care of details including a transition team to develop and lead these first meetings of the new
presbyteries. The team is made up of four facilitators of which | am one.

It's intriguing to observe the impact change has on us as people — for even though people voted for this
change in theory it feels more difficult as we are now going through the reality of the stress of dealing with the
change. One of the roles of the transition team is to help people work through the stress and the grief, and to
hold the awareness that in times of change it is out of the chaos that we develop new possibilities that have
the potential of life-giving transformation.

May we keep the people of Toronto Conference and the four new presbyteries in our prayers as we work
toward implementing a vision that calls us to bold ministry that connects to the world in very real and
significant ways.
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CN TOWER CLIMB
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The United Church of Canada supports projects in Sichuan Province thtsyggrtner organization
Amity Foundation, and we are remaining in close contact with its staff. Amity has set uplaf@ice

in Chengdu and has begun releasing emergency funds to help al@opte's immediate suffering. It
is coordinating its relief efforts with local partners and ot@leinese non-governmental organizations.
Relief efforts will cover the provision of food and water, medigjreanitation, quilts and temporary
shelters for earthquake victimsThe United Church has contributed an initial $5,000 to Amity
Foundation to assist it with its efforts as of May 16.

Action by Churches Together (ACT)
International, a global alliance of faith-
based relief organizations that work
through local and regional partners, and
of which the United Church is a
member, has issued an appeal for
financial assistance from its members.

Amity Foundation, our partner through
ACT, plans to provide 16,000 of the
most vulnerable people with food
support to sustain them through the
immediate shortage. In addition, Amity
will distribute 8,000 tarpaulins and
quilts to help families protect and
shelter themselves from the elements

n #$ %

Despite humanitarian access and logistical challengesiembers of the global alliance, Action by
Churches Together (ACT) International, have already mobilized resotimoough local organizations
providing clean water, emergency food and non-food items to more than 100,004 §€bplUnited
Church of Canada has sent an initial $100,000. through ACT )

“ACT members have a long history of work with local organizationMyanmar. It is through the
strength of these organizations that ACT members will contioyeovide the much needed relief to
families braving the aftermath of this major disaster,” said ACT Intiemme Director, John Nduna.

The preliminary appeal requests funding from ACT alliance memtbemsovide up to 1.3 million
people with safe water through the rehabilitation of 5,000 water pdbitser planned assistance
includes emergency shelter for up to 340,000 people along with atl@®astys of food aid for up to
68,000 people. Members are also planning distribution of non-food items for up to 112,000 people.

An ACT member representative in Yangon said that supported lagahiaations are reaching “very
poor villages that nobody else can access.” One organization leaslyalestablished 21 centres
assisting people now homeless after the disaster.
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Hillcrest Board nominated for Order of Orillia Award
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These unsung heroes on the Hillcrest Lodge Bo
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Toronto United Church Council

115" Annual Meeting

Saturday, June 14, 2008
at St. Paul's United Church

62 Peter St. North, Orillia

This time together will focus on the celebration of the opening of the newly renovated Hillcrest Lodge in
Orillia. The project of the Hillcrest Lodge Corporation, St. Paul's United Church and Toronto United Church
Council will bring affordable housing to seniors in the area. The building has been redesigned to
accommodate 28 bachelor apartments and two one-bedroom apartments. Each apartment will be fully
self-contained with rents geared to income and all tenants will participate in a food program. The facility
will be staffed by two live-in full-time employees, part time workers and a property manager.

The business meeting itself will focus on future plans for Council and the election of new directors to the
Board. We will also express our appreciation and gratitude to those people who are completing their term
of office on the Board.

The plan for the day is:

10:00 am. Participants will have the option to attend the Hillcrest Lodge open house and tour
the new facilities located at the corner of Cedar and Matchedash Streets in Orillia.

12 noon. Lunch at St. Paul's United Church located at the corner of Coldwater and Peter
Streets in Orillia.

1:00 pm. Presentation by Hillcrest Lodge Corporation members and business meeting

2:15 pm. Meeting of the Board of Directors

All Presbyters in Toronto Conference are members of The Toronto United Church Council Corporation and
eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting. Visitors and friends of Council are warmly welcomed to attend.

In order to arrange for the lunch, all participants must register no later than Friday, May 30". Please
contact Linda Lee at 905-771-5124 or 800-235-8822 or at mail@tucc.ca.

A map is located with the Annual Meeting notice on Council’'s website at www.tucc.ca.
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(Now Boys and Girls Club of Orillia)

UPDATE ON THE STATUS
OF THE JP KIDZ CLUB
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The Parlour Servery (formerly referred to as the Parlour Kitchen) hasrbdee need of renovations for
several years. Finally, a fire, caused by a kettle being left to boil dry @odtketop, triggered action on the
part of the UCW and Property committee to initiate the renovation projecte(iBoes fires cause good
things to happen!) With material financed mostly by the UCW, but with some helpHeoRraperty
budget, and free skilled labour from three volunteer workers, the renovation projecéhasimpleted.

To the left you can see
what the work crew
started with.

To the right is the same
background with all the
removal work done and
two of the “skilled
workers”.John Hawke
on the right is looking as
if he is about to perform
skill saw surgery on
David Duff's spine.

Five weeks or so later, when
the job was done, to the left,
is the same scene as those
pictured above.

It did take some effort and
time to get there. In that
same servery corner, to the
right, electrician David is
seen wiring the pony panel
used to provide power to the
new range-top and the two
new split receptacles,
providing lots of power for
kettles, coffee makers, crock
pots, etc.

John’s Hawke’s Rugby
Workshop was the scene
of construction for the
upper cabinets in the
Servery’s left corner.
Pictured at the left, is the
cabinet assembly ready
for painting.

When the cabinets were
up, the ceramic tile
backsplash could be
started.
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John Hawk’s friendDenis

O’Neill is the artist who did the
fabulous ceramic tile backsplash.
John’s request to borrow Denis’
tile saw and give John a few tips
on how to do the job, was met
with a “Why don’t you just let me
do the job for you?” from Denis.
What a great guy! Of course his
contribution was welcomed and
much appreciated by both the
workers and the er-users

With the addition of the new
handwashing sink, came the
requirement for some tricky
copper soldering work from
master plumber John.

d
<

The counter top had to be
installed in three pieces,
requiring some special
treatment to join the corners.
David is on his knees
tightening the right hand
mitre joint before the
countertop is lowered to its
final resting point.

John is caught laying down
onthejob. —— —»

The decision was made to maintain
attractive natural wood finish of the
cabinet in the south end of the serve
All the woodwork was refinished ang
the hardware restored with a hamm
bronze appearance. And, to make tk
floor-to-ceiling reno, the floor was

It is safe to say that the workers are proudZovered with aluxurious new viny!
of the new Parlour Servery. '
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On Friday May 8, a sold
out crowd of happy card
players were treated to an
afternoon of fun,
fellowship, and
scrumptious desserts at the
annual UCW Card Party
held in the St Paul's
Banquet HallJane
McNally andRowena
Robinson provided
beautiful music while the
guests were welcomed at
the door byEileen
McGarvey andHelen
Murray . And everyone
waited patiently for
instructions fronPat
Ledlow, before they made
their selections from this
amazing array of delicious
desserts.

Prior to all this, there was
work to be done. To the
left we sedNorma Hurl
andAldene Derbecke
preparing the “good-for-
you” stuff in the “Pie
Room”.

To the left belowGwen
Hawke, Marilyn Neally,
andAgnes Ward are
found in the kitchen
organizing the dessert
serving, as well as coffee
and tea preparation.

To the right,Donna-
Jean Jefferieshas
Frank Hepditch in
tow, helping to place
the tables and chairs
in the hall. Note the
smiling face on Frank.
He must know about
the treats in store for
him.




When all the work was
completed, there were
40 tables of happy
folks filling the hall;
including these four
card sharksBill

Allison, Jim Jefferies,
Frank Hepditch, and
Karl Allison , enjoying
their just desserts and
getting ready for a not-
so-serious card game.

The photographer did not capture any of the card
playing, but informed sources tell us that the
action went on until about 4 o’clock in the
afternoon.

When the smoke cleared at the end of the day
the UCW'’s hard working team was able to adqd
over $1200 to their bank account. Our St Pau
UCW is a major contributor to the United
Church Mission and Service Fund, as well as
supporting many charities.
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This is an article that | recently came across that | found extgehmdpful and thought others might gs

well. Karen Hilfman Millson

Moderator's Messages

Moderator's Speaking Notes for Parliamentary Breakf
Same Gender Marriages

ast prior to the vote on

The Rev. Dr. Peter Short, 38th Moderator (2003-2006)

On February 24, 2005, the Right Rev. Dr. Peter Short hosted a parliamentary breakfas
Ottawa for MPs who were invited to share in a dialogue about marriage. His speaking 1

were as follows:
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~ ENCOUNTER WORLD RELIGIONS ~
LECTURE SERIES continues ...

“BUILDING TOLERANCE THROUGH KNOWLEDGE"

How World Religions Define God,
The Universe and Reality

Hinduism March 26, 2008
Buddhism April 23, 2008
Sikhism May 28, 2008
Wicca/Neo-Paganism September 24, 2008
Native Aboriginal Spirituality October 22, 2008
Taoism November 26, 2008
Zoroastrianism January 28, 2009
Judaism February, 25, 2009
Christianity March 25, 2009
Islam April 22, 2009

Presented by: JW Windland
founder of Encounter World Religions Centre
for more information see www.stpaulsunitedchurch.org “Event Flyers”

all lectures take place at 7:30 p.m.in the Banquet Hall
at St. Paul’'s United Church
n/e corner of Coldwater & Peter Sts., Orillia

Cost per lecture is $15 per person or $100 for the series (a saving of $65)
Tickets available at St. Paul’'s United Church,
n/e corner of Coldwater & Peter Sts. or
Spotlight, 23 Peter St. S.

Contact 326-7351 for more information

A partnership of
St. Paul's United Church’s Wisdom Circle: Awakening the Voice of the Heart
and North Simcoe Victim Crisis Services




As the season draws to a close, ongoing Groups incl ude:
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A New Version of

What a Friend We Have

In Jesus
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St. Paul’s United Church
62 Peter Street North, Orillia, ON L3V 471
(705) 326-7351
stpaulsorillia@bellnet.ca
www.stpaulsunitedchurch.org

PASTORAL STAFF
Rev. Karen Hilfman Millson ext.106
karenhm@sympatico.ca

Fred Joblin ext. 107
fredjoblin@rogers.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Blair J. Bailey ext. 108
mayumikuba@hotmail.com

STAFF ASSOCIATE TEAM FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES
Kara Sinclair and Rachael Howes, ext. 113

ADMINISTRATOR
Christa J. Cameron ext. 110
financialstpauls@bellnet.ca

PROGRAMME & PEOPLE CO-ORDINATOR
Rachael Howes ext. 104
programstpauls@bellnet.ca

SECRETARY/RECEPTIONIST

Lenisa Malfait ext. 101
stpaulsorillia@bellnet.ca

CUSTODIAN
Leona Ladouceur
Maureen Grasley (Sundays)

CHAIR OF THE BOARD
Cam Davidson

CHAIR OF COUNCIL
Cathy Brown

CHERUB CHOIR CONDUCTOR
Laura Siddall

CAROL CHOIR CONDUCTOR
Kathie Joblin

STEPHEN LEADERS
Sandra Marshall
Cathy Marshall
Sandy Michener

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEAM
COORDINATOR
Bonnie Taylor




