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TRAGEDY AFTER TRAGEDY 
 PROMPTS LIVING LIFE FULLY 
 
 In these past weeks our community has been dealing with tragedy after tragedy 
that has touched different circles of people.  Many of them have touched the circle of 
my life, and so I find myself in a very vulnerable and tender place of renewed 
awareness of just how fragile and precious life is.  That awareness brings home how 
much we need to live each day as fully as we can. For me to live each day fully means 
many things:  
  

1) Acknowledging and letting go of fears and old resentments that eat up energy, consuming it for no 
positive purpose; 

2) Choosing forgiveness toward ourselves and others, claiming the lessons, letting go of the guilt or anger, 
and moving on – not to say that what happened is okay but to say I am not going to be in bondage to this 
any longer; 

3) Savouring each moment by noticing those tiniest of gifts that often touch us with tears of joy; 
4) Letting go of the desire to find others to blame and instead looking at our own choices which are the ones 

we have control over; 
5) Seeking to think outside of the box where absolute answers will not always serve us well and so shift 

from always wanting “either/or” answers to considering “both/and” possibilities as we live with the 
questions of life; 

6) Filling our hearts and minds with gratitude and letting go of constant judgement on ourselves and others;  
7) Expressing the blessings of connection with more “I love yous”, exuberant hugs, eye contact with those 

we share the grocery aisle with, listening intentionally to honour one another rather than figuring out 
what we will say when the other stops speaking; 

8) Knowing that we each make a difference in this world and we can choose to make that difference a 
positive one – aware that our choices have an effect that ripples out and beyond our imagining to seven 
generations that follow us; 

9) Connecting with people to mutually support and encourage on the journey of life 
as we each seek a path that is life-giving; 

10) Loving with a radical generosity that makes our hearts sing and our lives fill with both joy and hope. 
 
A cheer that some teens developed a few years ago summarizes these simply –  LIVE LOVE!! 
 
The book The Next Place, by Warren Hanson, a poem written from the perspective of one who has crossed 

over from this life to the life beyond,  reflects on what really matters in life. One section that always delights me 
is: “ I will travel empty-handed. There is not a single thing I have collected in my life that I would ever want to 
bring except… the love of those who loved me, and the warmth of those who care. The happiness and memories 
and magic that we shared….All these good things will go with me. They will make my spirit glow. And that light 
will shine forever in the next place that I go.” 

In another poem, Spending Your Dash, the suggestion is made to “think about this long and hard - are there 
things you’d like to change? For you never know how much time is left that can still be rearranged. If we could 
just slow down enough to consider what’s true and real and always try to understand the way other people feel. 
And be less quick to anger and show appreciation more, and love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved 
before….remembering that this special dash might only last a little while.” 

Worth pondering…... 
 
Submitted to The Packet & Times, Pastor’s Pen, February 2008, by the Rev Karen Hilfman Millson, submitted on behalf of Orillia 
District and Area Churches.  The opinions expressed are those of the author. 
 

 



ST PAUL’S UNITED CHURCH 
COUPLES CLUB NOVEMBER 17 2007 – BUTTERFLIES OF SIMCOE COUNTY 
PRESENTED BY OUR WELL KNOWN ORILLIA NATURALIST,  BOB BOWLES 

 
The Allison “A” Team (Bill and Myrna) organized this great event featuring Orillia’s own Bob Bowles. 
Bob brought to us an interesting and informative presentation which featured colourful displays and slide 
show.   
 

 
 
 

 

 

One half of 
our Mah 
Pesidential 
Team, Peggy 
Mah, is 
caught hiding 
behind the 
podium. We 
think Peggy 
is on her 
tippy toes. Vern Ashton is seen negotiation something 

with “bar tenders” Pauline and Terry Ridout. 

Bill Mah, 
Carley 
Wortman, and 
Dwayne 
Hunter, 
studiously 
answering a 
challenging 
Canadian 
geographical 
quiz set up by 
Mac Wilding.  

Bob Bowles at the podium. 

Here is a colourful collection of some of the 
table decorations set up by the “A” Team. 

Even though 
there were 
“just” 
pumpkin and 
apple pies for 
our special 
treats, we had 
difficulty 
making 
decisions. 
Each of our 
St Paul’s 
pastry chefs 
has unique 
and delicious 
recipes. 
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Last year, World Wildlife Fund Australia initiated EARTH HOUR,  an event where people turned 
off their lights for 60 minutes to show their support for action on climate change. 
 
This year, many communities, businesses, and organizations  around the world will be 
participating in EARTH HOUR from 8 to 9pm on March 29. 
 
One hour of darkness won’t stop the globe from warming but the event is designed to get people 
to stop and think about what is taken for granted – electricity.  It is a very visible symbol of 
concern, and  shows that people are ready to take action in their own lives and expect their 
governments to also take action. 
 
For more about  EARTH HOUR, go to www.earthhour.org 
 
 

 
 

 
A reminder from TELECARE - that friendly and patient voice to whom many turn 
at times of illness, grief, despair, or loneliness:   when something is troubling 
you, it often helps to talk it over and our caring volunteers are ready to listen 
round the clock.   

  
Call 325-9534 - all calls are anonymous and confidential! 



To See, To Be, To Do: How World Religions Define Go d,  
The Universe and Reality 

 
This intriguing title captures the substance of a lecture being presented this 
coming Wednesday February 27, 7:30 – 9:30 pm at St. Paul’s United 
Church.  
 
Learn the primary teachings of the world’s religions in a single evening! 

Compare and contrast how diverse faith traditions understand twelve underlying principles on 
such central issues as the idea of the Holy, notions of humanity and the earth, scriptures, sacred 
time and much more. 
 
According to the Rev. Karen Hilfman Millson, “Living within a global community, we need to 
become more informed.  With so many of our neighbours being of different faiths, learning about 
each others faith helps us to build bridges of understanding.  We need this in order to move this 
world towards wholeness and well being for all.  That is only possible when we all work together in 
partnership and respect based on mutual understanding.  Awareness of world religions also 
provides us with a deeper insight into our spiritual journey with delightful moments of discovering 
the universality of spirituality.” 
 
To See, To Be, To Do creatively encapsulates decades of study and provides a helpful framework 
for appreciating diverse approaches to the Sacred. This concise and fascinating overview of world 
religions blends pictures and ancient stories with a dynamic lecture. An easy to understand 
graphic organizes the world’s religious traditions into three broad families:  

·  Mid-East Traditions: Baha'i, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Zoroastrianism 
·  India Traditions: Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism 
·  Balance Traditions: Aboriginal, Confucianism, Neo-Paganism, Shintoism, Taoism 

 
This introduction lecture, which is returning at the request of those who heard it when first 
presented two years ago, will be followed by 10 lectures – each on the fourth Wednesday of the 
month with the March 26 lecture focusing on Hinduism.   
 
The speaker, JW Windland, is the founder of the Encounter World Religions Centre. He is a 
comparative mythologist with over 35 years experience in the study and teaching of world 
religions. He lectures internationally to universities, churches, and service and professional 
organizations. In addition to his academic background in religious studies, JW regularly attends 
mosques, synagogues, gurdwaras, churches and temples as a testimony to his appreciation of 
world religions. He has long-established friendships with diverse faith communities, joins in their 
rituals, and introduces thousands of people to the winnowed wisdom of the human race. This 
background gives JW a perspective that is unique and tangible. He brings a familiarity and a deep 
knowledge of the religious traditions that make up the Canadian mosaic. 
 
Admission is $15.00 per lecture (scholarships are available) or $100.00 for the series (a savings 
of $65).  Call 326-7351 to reserve your ticket today. Tickets also available at the door.  
 
written by Irena Lawrenson on behalf of coordinating team of Irena, Karen Hilfman Millson and Pat 
Hehn. 



A HANDY WAY TO RE -CYCLE THINGS .. submitted by Barbara Cordero Hill 
 

Moving?  downsizing?  clearing out the clutter?   
Looking for something for the house or the kids? 
 
Orillia has a FreeCycle group -- that’s right… FREE cycle. 
 
Ok, you have to use the Internet.. join a Yahoo group..  But that’s no big deal. 
 
Once you join you can offer items you want someone to pick up.    
And, you can announce items you would like to acquire. 
 

This is copied this from the front page of the site: 
 
Orillia's own webpage page for the worldwide Freecycle Network(TM) (www.freecycle.org). 
The network is for "cycling" that special item that's no longer used, but too good to throw 
out - a chair, a fax machine, an old door - feel free to post it. Or maybe you're wanting 
something yourself!  Our goal: Find a good home for things that are headed for the landfill 
and, have a bit of fun!   

One constraint: Everything posted MUST be free! NO trades; NO bartering; NO money!!!  
 

There are several ways to get started.  Visit www.freecycle.org.  Enter the name of your community.. follow 
the links to that freecycle group.  In the right corner you will find a link to “join this group”.   You will need 
to have or create a Yahoo user ID.  You will provide an e-mail address.  [I prefer to use my Yahoo address 
rather than my usual e-mail.]  I suggest that you set up the “message delivery” option as “web only”, 
otherwise you will be inundated with e-mail. The group moderator has to approve your membership.  I have 
never had any bad internet experiences as the result of membership in a yahoo group.  I do recommend that 
you provide minimum personal information.    
 

Sample listing: 
Wanted:  hi everyone I’m looking for a cat carrier. I have 3 cats who visit the 

vet often I was borrowing my sisters but she’s moved out of town so I 
can’t borrow hers so I’m hoping to find one please let me know if you 

have one you no longer need or use. Thanks from Cathy in Orillia 
 
If you were responding to “Cathy” you would open her e-mail, select the reply option and let her know how 
to contact you.. phone or e-mail.  Let her know roughly where you live; you can be more specific when 
you’ve agreed on a pickup time. 
 
That’s it.. keeping things out of the landfill; briefly meeting the person on the other side of the exchange.  I 
love it.  Hope you do, too.    �  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget St. Paul’s website! – check it out at 
www.stpaulsunitedchurch.org. 

 
We’re also on WonderCafe at 

www.wondercafe.ca 



In Search of the Spiritual 
Are Canadians losing their faith? No, according to a new poll. But they are finding it in surprising places 
 
By Susan Catto 

 

 

 
On a cool autumn night in the basement of a Toronto pub, 40 young people sit eating lasagna and sipping 
pints of beer. Hunger sated, they look to the front of the room, where Andrew Williams, 39, a marketing 
director at KPMG, is about to appeal to their less earthly appetites. Williams runs Spirituality on Tap, an 
11-week introduction to Christianity with a decidedly informal, nonjudgmental stance. He and several 
friends started the program two years ago, when they recognized an eagerness for spiritual discussion 
among their peers. But why the pub setting? “It’s uncomfortable for a lot of people to walk into a church,” 
explains Williams. “They’ve grown up within certain religious traditions and been hurt by those 
experiences, so they don’t want to go back.” He warms up the crowd with a few jokes, then gives a 
meandering, light-hearted presentation—not a sermon—with a few low-key references to God and 
Scripture. Finally the group breaks into sections to discuss questions: What are our basic spiritual needs? 
How can we pursue truth? Adam Scott, a second-year English student at the University of Toronto, 
explains that his own beliefs hover between his mother’s Christianity and his father’s atheism. “This is the 
first time I’m really exploring my spirituality,” says Scott. “I’m interested in discussing the issues.” Then 
he grins. “I came for the free food, actually.” 
 
Welcome to the new church. Religion in Canada is finding a home in unlikely places, whether it’s a pub, a 
New Age retreat on British Columbia’s Bowen Island, the room set aside for Muslim prayers at the 
University of Manitoba or a rocky stretch of Newfoundland coastline where a lone walker admires the 
crashing waves. 
 
One thing is for certain: religion and spirituality have set up camp in the most prosaic and unexpected 
places. Canada is no longer a nation of churchgoers. Attendance at religious institutions—the old-fashioned 
kind, with altars and steeples—is in decline, even as many organizations launch outreach efforts to win 
back former members. Yet, as a major new VisionTV/Time poll suggests, we are still a nation of believers, 
but believers who are more likely to follow our own script than to follow Scripture. 
 
The VisionTV Annual Survey on Faith and Spirituality, a national poll commissioned in conjunction with 
Time Canada and conducted last summer and fall by Environics Research Group, suggests that a vast 
majority of Canadians place a high priority on spirituality, even as significant numbers express little 
commitment to organized religion. Faith is strong in Canada: 81% of Canadians strongly (66%) or 
somewhat (15%) agree that they believe in God, a figure that peaks at 92% in Saskatchewan but drops to 
75% in B.C. Seven out of 10 consider prayer to be very (44%) or somewhat (25%) important. Six in 10 
believe in heaven and hell, and a similar number think that children in the public school system don’t get 
enough religious or spiritual teachings. It’s evidence, if evidence was needed, that Canadians are not a 
godless people. Yet when asked about the importance of belonging to a religious group, only 5 in 10 said it 
was very (29%) or somewhat (19%) important. (In Quebec, just 4 out of 10 agreed.) Young Canadians 
were even less likely to ascribe value to religious membership: 65% of 18-to-24-year-olds and 62% of 25-
to-34-year-olds said it was not very important or not important at all. 
 
The findings won’t surprise traditional religious institutions. The issue is not a lack of religious affiliation. 
In the 2001 census, 43.2% of Canadians identified themselves as Roman Catholic, 9.6% identified with the 
United Church, 6.9% with the Anglicans, and so on, right down to the 0.1% who claimed aboriginal 

 



spirituality, Hutterite or pagan identification. Some faiths showed powerful gains. The number of people 
claiming affiliation with the Muslim faith increased nearly 130% from 1991 to 2001; the number of Hindu 
and Sikh adherents increased nearly 90% each. The census, however, measured not religious observance 
but religious affiliation, which explains the gap between the census figures and the actual number of people 
showing up for services. “We have about 5,200 members that we know of, but in the last census 18,000 
people identified themselves as Unitarian,” says Elizabeth Bowen, president of the Canadian Unitarian 
Council, a Toronto-based group representing 44 congregations across Canada. While pleased, Bowen says, 
“we were a bit surprised.” 
 
Church attendance has been in decline for decades. In 1955, 58% of the population attended religious 
services each week. In 2001, according to Statistics Canada’s General Social Survey, only 20% of 
Canadians age 15 and older did so. Not every religious institution is suffering. Islamic mosques and 
Buddhist temples have seen an increase in membership, and church attendance is still relatively high 
among older Canadians and in many prairie and maritime communities. But in small towns and large cities 
across the nation, once strong congregations are flagging. 
 
The shift from a religious society to a secular one is particularly visible in Quebec. The province’s religious 
institutions have never recovered from the Quiet Revolution, when the Catholic Church’s stranglehold on 
Quebec politics and social affairs was broken. The archdiocese of Montreal has sold a dozen churches in 
Montreal it no longer needs, and two more are for sale. “I think the Catholic Church is still in purgatory in 
Quebec,” says Gilles Routhier, vice dean of the faculty of theology at Université Laval in Quebec 
City. “After we turned on Catholicism, we didn’t reinvest in other spiritual or religious roads.” Glenn 
Smith, a Protestant chaplain and lecturer and executive director of the Montreal-based urban ministry 
Christian Direction, agrees. “There’s a massive rejection of institutional faith,” he says. “I don’t think 
people will return.” Materialism, secularism, even Quebec nationalism, according to Routhier, have 
emerged as attractions instead. “Everybody’s out to convert my daughters to something, even if it’s 
McDonald’s,” says Smith. 
 
There are exceptions, of course. Monique Dion entered the world as the child of nonpracticing Catholics 
and says she plans to leave it as a devout Pentecostal Protestant. “At 47, I’m the happiest I’ve ever been in 
my life, and I think it’s the result of religion and finding God’s message,” says the resident of Longueuil, 
across the St. Lawrence River from Montreal. Following her sister’s conversion, Dion became a Christian 
at age 30. What drew her to the church was its emphasis on charitable work. “Spirituality has to live, not 
just be an intellectual theory,” she says. 
 
Rabbi Leigh Lerner, who leads the Temple Emanu-El–Beth Sholom, a Reform congregation in Montreal, 
echoes that sentiment. Religiosity may not be increasing, he says, but spirituality is. “I think people are 
somewhat more experimental than they have been in the past,” Lerner observes. He has noticed more 
interest in his synagogue’s healing circle, a group that prays for members with medical problems. “I think 
10 years ago, people would have said, ‘A healing what?’” says Lerner. 
 
Why have so many of those born into a particular faith dropped out? There are a host of reasons—busier 
lives, a more materialistic society, media that make light of religious values. Some speak of institutions 
that, rightly or wrongly, they associate with hurt or hypocrisy. “I guess I’ve always thought of organized 
religion as What hat do I wear to church? Do I look good? How much money do I give? That kind of thing. 
I found it very artificial,” says Sandra Zaharchuk, 43, a Toronto resident who turned away from her Greek 
Orthodox faith in her early 20s when her mother died. Others—especially divorced Catholics, people with 
interfaith marriages and gay Canadians—say it’s the church that rejected them, not the other way 
around. Stuart Swing, 31, grew up attending a Brethren in Christ church near his family’s farm in 
Hagersville, Ont. The Mennonite-influenced church was “very legalistic about not playing cards, not 



MEN’S DINNER – Friday, May 2nd at 6:30 p.m.  The guest speaker this year is Dr. James Young, 
former chief coroner for the Province of Ontario.  Contact John Wallinger 327-1310 or Lorne Brock 
329-3707 for tickets. Cost is $15 per person. 
 

 
 

smoking, not chewing tobacco, not going with girls or boys who do,” says Swing. When he realized he was 
gay, a teenage Swing tried to suppress his sexuality. “At 26, I finally realized [becoming heterosexual] 
wasn’t going to happen and I was maybe praying the wrong prayer,’ Swing says. He left the church. Today 
his faith includes elements of yoga, Hinduism, Buddhism and the spiritual teachings of guides as diverse as 
motivational coach Anthony Robbins and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
Swing is not alone in his search for meaning outside the church. For many Canadians, spirituality—often 
defined as one’s personal relationship with a higher being—has become separate from and frequently 
preferable to religion. In the VisionTV/Time poll, nearly 8 out of 10 Canadians said that having an inner 
spiritual life was very (51%) or somewhat (26%) important. Seven in 10 Canadians strongly (26%) or 
somewhat (44%) thought that new forms of spirituality are replacing traditional organized religions. 
 

                   This article was sent to me in November 2003 – thought others might be interested in seeing it for many  
                   reasons including the fact that it refers to work done by Environics which is the group we are working with
                   in the United Church of Canada in the development of Living the Welcome and WonderCafe.  Karen HM 

 
�  �  �  

                      
 
 

BCE ACQUISITION COULD PROVE BOON TO CHARITIES 
Stocks donated before deal won't be subject to capital gains tax. 

 
Anyone holding BCE stock may want to make a charitable donation soon to avoid paying capital gains tax. 
 
Later this year, all Bell Canada Enterprises shares will automatically be redeemed as billions of dollars of 
holdings are acquired by a group of investors that includes the Ontario Teachers' Pension Plan.  Current 
shareholders will receive cash, which, as a capital gain, will be taxable.  Those who donate the shares to a 
charity before the takeover bid is finalized will not pay tax, says Tony Katarynych, a senior financial 
planning adviser with Assante Capital Manageent Ltd.  Donors can also get a charitable tax receipt. 
 
There are lots of people out there with BCE stock, said Katarynych, noting some of his clients have already 
made donations of BCE stock to various charities.  The selected charity will not be saddled with the tax, 
Katarynych noted.  As a result of changes to Canadian tax laws, charities are exempt from such taxes. 
 
In 2007, the Soldiers' Memorial Hospital Foundation received more than $168,000 in donated shares, 
including $86,000 worth of BCE shares, said the foundation's interim executive director, Nicole McCahon. 
 
Donating shares has become more popular in recent years, she said:  "We've had some significant major 
donations as a result." 
 
For regular donors who have made modest gifts in the past, donating stocks is a way to make a more 
sizable contribution, McCahon added. 
 
Katarynych said he recommends contacting an accountant or financial planner for more information about 
donating stocks to charities and non-profit organizations.   �  
 
 
 



February:  Guyana:  Focus of World Day of Prayer 
 
Guyana is an Amerindian word meaning Land of 
Many Waters - an appropriate name for a country 
with many lakes, wetlands, interior, humankind 
has had little impact.  Jaguars still roam the 
forests and the cries of howler monkeys echo 
eerily.  Flashes of scarlet, yellow and blue burst 
through the forest's intense green as macaws fly 
like arrows across a clearing.  Toucans and 
awesome Harpy Eagles are but two of the 700 
species of indigenous birds. 
 
This is a country of exceptional natural beauty 
and a splendid combination of the Caribbean and 
South America, with a sometimes turbulent past.  
Perched on the north-east corner of the South 
American continent, Guyana stretches 450 miles 
from its long Atlantic coastline into dense 
equatorial forest and the broad savannah of the 
Rupununi.  The country possess enormous 
underutilized forestry, mineral, and fishery 
resources.  It is uniquely well-positioned to serve 
as a gateway for trade between North America 
and Brazil. 
 
Currently, Guyana faces a multitude of 
development challenges:  a weak economy, rising 
crime, poor security, continued out-migration, the 
specter of HIV/AIDS, and high infant mortality.  
Maternal mortality is 190 per100,000 live births 
and infant mortality is 54 per 1,000, both 

relatively high for the Latin America and 
Caribbean region; and the HIV/AIDS epidemic in 
Guyana is second only to Haiti in the region. 
 
Violence against women is also a serious problem 
in Guyana.  Domestic violence has been linked 
with human trafficking; these issues are being 
addressed through legislation and education.  The 
country has also recently recognized the link 
between violence against women and the high rate 
of HIV infection. 
 
Although no official emigration figures exist, the 
country has been gradually losing its educated 
professionals.  This loss of human capital 
undermines the government of Guyana`s capacity 
to provide quality health, education, and social 
services. 
 
On March 8, 2008,, we will celebrate World Day 
of Prayer services written by the women of 
Guyana.  We pray that ``God`s Wisdom Provides 
New Understanding`` as this beautiful country 
tries to address its critical issues. 
 
Marilyn Fortin is Chair of WICC`s Ecumenical 
Gatherings Committee.  She lives in Morden, 
Manitoba. 
 

  
 

UCW FUNDRAISER 
Sunshine & Co. Theatre Vouchers 

 
Unit #2 UCW will once again be selling theatre vouchers as a UCW fundraising project: 

June 3-21             Educating Rita 
June 26-July 12    Cottaging 101 
July 17–Aug 9   Annie (Lightfoot Auditorium) 
Aug 14-30         Are You Being Served (Lightfoot Auditorium) 
Sep 12–Oct 11  What a Swell Party This Is 

 
Vouchers are $23 each, which includes all Box Office levies. This is a savings over the individual Box 
Office price. Redeem your voucher at the box office for the show of your choosing (you don’t have to 
decide right away). Or buy several vouchers for family and friends!  Vouchers will be available at 
Fellowship Time, in April and May.  Or call Diane Weber anytime at 327-7333 to answer your questions or 
make special arrangements. 



Soft Edges - by Jim Taylor 
 
Farewell Oscar 
 
The year 2008 feels a little colder than 2007 - and 
not because of the weather. Oscar Peterson died 
two days before Christmas. 
 
I never knew Oscar personally. But I knew people 
who did know him. Which is, after all, the way 
most of us get to know those who actually change 
the world. Even Jesus told his disciples that most 
people would have to get to know him through 
them. 
 
Oscar Peterson had lots of disciples. 
 
The one I knew best was a tiny man - almost the 
opposite of Peterson's bulk - named Al McNab. 
Al worked the night shift as Music Director for 
radio station CJOR in Vancouver. It wasn't 
supposed to be the night shift, but he came to the 
station after playing jazz piano until 2:00 a.m., 
and then organized the music for the next day's 
programs. 
 
Al tried to teach me about chord progressions, 
without much success. He had more success 
playing vinyl LPs of his heroes: Previn, Brubeck, 
Monk, Garner. 
 
But he always turned to the legendary Art Tatum 
as his ultimate example. 
 
In the 1950s, Peterson was just beginning his 
climb to international fame. His famous Carnegie 
Hall concert happened barely a decade before. 
 
Al would pull out Oscar Peterson's early albums. 
"This guy," he assured me, "is the next Art 
Tatum." 
 
And he was. After his death, the British Guardian 
newspaper editorialized, "No one in the history of 
the art form, short of the great Art Tatum, can 
ever have played jazz piano with quite the same 
exuberance, verve, and technical majesty as Oscar 
Peterson." 

 
Those of us who play with words like to suggest 
that words are our primary vehicle of 
communication. It's not true - we also 
communicate through touch, through art, through 
music. 
 
"There's an extreme joy I get in playing that I've 
never been able to explain," Peterson said in a 
1996 interview. "I can only transmit it through the 
playing; I can't put it into words." 
 
Of all musical forms, it seems to me, jazz offers 
the best analogy for life. Every day, like every 
performance, is an improvisation. You know the 
basic melody - and the chord progressions Al 
McNab tried to teach me - but what you do with 
that melody depends on how you and the people 
around you interact. 
 
Guitarist Lorne Lofsky, who plays with Peterson's 
quartet in the 1980s, referred to "situations where 
you never know what's going to happen from one 
moment to the next." 
 
There's no script, no conductor; you collaborate 
creatively, or you crash. 
 
Obituaries suggested that memorial donations be 
sent to Christian Children's Fund or World 
Vision. All his life, Oscar Peterson was a 
religious man. On one occasion, Peterson put on 
an impromptu concert during Sunday morning 
worship at Toronto's Bloor Street United Church. 
 
Until I read those obituaries, I had never known 
that his middle name was Emmanuel - the Hebrew 
word meaning "God with us." 
 
It seems appropriate. Oscar Peterson was not God, 
but in his music, God surely rejoiced. 
 
Submitted by Karen Hilfman Millson as a way of 
celebrating the many who touch our lives with the 
gift of music! 

 
 

 
 
 

 



ST. PAUL'S OUTREACH COMMITTEE - "Homelessness Branch" 
  
Carolyn Holmes of the Key Program has supplied the latest statistics from the Wednesday evening Mobile 
Unit - the team and van which deliver home-cooked meals to the homeless and marginally-housed residents 
of Orillia.  This service began in March, 2002 when meals were served to 19 people. The program has 
grown and now they routinely see and serve 160 or more men, women, youth and children every 
Wednesday.  Some other interesting numbers include –  
 

·  Overall served from December/06 - November/07:     8,258.   
·  Overall served from March/02 - November/07:    28,745.   
·  Number of weekly stops around Orillia by the end of 2002:          8.   
·  Number of weekly stops around Orillia by the end of 2007:        23.   

 
How is it possible to serve 160 or more persons from a van?   
 
Each Wednesday one team of volunteers (about 6 people) meets at a church kitchen to prepare a wholesome 
meal for those who will meet the van.  Staple supplies for the meal are from the Key Program, with the 
"meat and potatoes" coming from churches, businesses and the volunteers.  There are five teams and four 
church kitchens are used, with St. Paul's being used twice in the five week rotation.  Several St. Paul's 
people are team members, but do not necessarily work in their home church.  One of our people is available 
to work when and where he is needed, and everyone is happy to see Mark Kelly arrive.  He has the best 
muscles and lifts those heavy pots so effortlessly, and always with a smile.   
 
Each group seems to have a specialty so the clients do not get the same meal each week.  Bread, fruit or 
juice and other nutritious and/or tasty items are included.  These items may be donated or supplied by the 
Key Program.  The hot entrees are put into individual serving dishes and packed in insulated containers for 
their trip in the van.  Along with the food there are items of warm clothing or blankets as well as personal 
hygiene items.   
 
The new Salvation Army van is loaded with just enough room left for Carolyn and a few volunteers.  The 
trip has a "social occasion" atmosphere.  There are people, sometimes whole families, waiting for their van 
friends at every stop and they are gracious hosts to the volunteers.  There are smiles, happy conversations 
and expressions of concern if one of the regulars is not there.  The weather, local happenings and health 
concerns are all discussed.  For many, things like frostbite or a toothache can lead to serious problems and 
volunteers may urge them to seek medical attention.  Not everyone is homeless.  Some have a room, but no 
meal preparation facilities, while others use the shelters or couch- surf with friends when they can.  Others 
stay outside.  A winter like this must bring many challenges for them.   
 
This is a good time for all of us to recognize and applaud the efforts of the small group of "chefs" from St. 
Paul's who made the first meals in 2002, Pat and Ken McMullen, Susan and Gerry Walma and Bunny 
Kusey.  They were soon joined by others.  Unfortunately, the need is increasing, but thankfully there are 
still willing volunteers and resources to continue this worthwhile and necessary ministry.   �  
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to get email up-dates  
on what’s happening at St. Paul’s,  
send us an email at programstpauls@bellnet.ca  

    and we’ll put you on our list! 
 
 
 



‘A New Earth – Awakening to Your Life’s 
Purpose’ Learning & Sharing 
Circle will begin on Monday, 
March 3rd.  Meetings will take 
place each Monday from 7:00pm 
to 8:30pm at St.Paul’s United 
Church.  The Oprah & Eckhart 
live seminars are scheduled to 

take place at 9:00pm each Monday beginning 
March 3rd and will run for 10 weeks. 
 
You are invited to join this weekly group prior to 
Oprah Winfrey and Eckhart Tolle’s on-line live 
seminars…This workgroup’s purpose is to bring 
together a community in which to further explore 
the topics discussed both in the book and during 
the 10 week live seminar teachings; We will be 
studying A New Earth, but not as an academic 
subject or in order to acquire new theories or 
beliefs. Our aim is to explore through the 
teachings of the book the most important question 
you can ask: What is the purpose of my life and 
how do I fulfill that purpose? It will be a course in 
self-exploration and awakening. It will help you 
see what the dysfunctional patterns are within 

yourself that create unnecessary conflict and 
suffering and prevent you from finding true 
fulfillment. Hopefully, it will also help you access 
a dimension within yourself that perhaps you 
didn't know existed or only caught glimpses of on 
rare occasions. Don't be trapped for the rest of 
your life within the narrow confines of your 
personal history and your conditioned personality, 
rather allow your life to be transformed from 
within, through the power of consciousness itself. 
Facilitated by Cat O’Connor. 
 
All group participants should register for the on-
line seminars prior to Monday March 3rd in order 
to participate fully in both the sharing circle and 
the on-line seminar experience.  
 
For more information regarding the on-line 
seminars please visit the following link: 
http://www.oprah.com/obc_classic/webcast/oprah
_anewearth_main.jsp 
 
For more information regarding ‘A New Earth – 
Awakening to your Life’s Purpose’ Learning & 
sharing circle please contact Cat O’Connor at 
790.6895 or St. Paul’s Church at 326.7351. 

 
 

 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 

 
Grief is a normal response to the death of a loved one. However, just as the relationship between 
any two people is unique, so too is the way in which a person grieves. 
 
Hospice Orillia’s Bereavement Support Group provides a safe, confidential atmosphere for the 
sharing of memories and emotions.  As well as having the opportunity to tell the story of your 
relationship with the person who died and acknowledge your pain, you will also develop an 
understanding of the process of grieving. 
 
The next group begins Wednesday March 26th, 2008.  The group will run for 8 consecutive weeks 
from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Advance registration is required.  For more information call 327-7799. 

 
 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

March 20th ~ NO MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE this year  
– the passover meal followed by the story of the arrest of Jesus will happen on Good Friday at the Seder 

Meal.  Following the meal and drama everyone is invited to gather  
for the Good Friday Service in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m. 

 
March 21st ~ PASSOVER SEDER MEAL – 5 pm Banquet Hall.  We will share a vegetarian pot luck 

meal as we learn about the Passover Seder in the time of Jesus.   
Please RSVP to the Church office if you are planning to attend, either by calling 326-7351 or email 

stpaulsorillia@bellnet.ca.   



OUR PARTNERSHIP IN CHINA 
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Read the rest of Mary’s  letter at – www.united–church.ca  (in the search box type in – Mary Fraser).�



A College Graduate’s Cousin/Tuberculosis 
 
by Cathy Downham 
February 15, 2008 
 
Two weeks ago Monday I spent a long, frightening 
morning in the Surgical/Medical Ward, at Mae Sot 
General Hospital.  
 
Friday evening on my way back to Mae Sot from our 
College, I had a call from Mu Ku Ku, one of last 
year’s graduates. My road home to Mae Sot passes the 
23 year old refugee camp where she has lives. She 
needed a ride from me (she has no papers) to Mae Tao 
Clinic where David works, because her cousin and his 
sister were there. She had a scrap of paper on which 
she had written ‘ankle – broke bent and the tibia and 
various other, to me incomprehensible definitions and 
descriptions of parts of the lower body – all neatly 
printed. She speaks quite a bit of English but with 
jumbles of words in no particular order. She was 
excited and anxious as she told me about her new job 
in the camp working with Handicap International, how 
she visited and took pulse rates talked to people from 3 
to 75. 
 
I dropped her at The Clinic and she rushed off -
nervous smiles in all directions heading toward her 
cousins in the IPD (In-Patient Dept.). 
 When I next heard from her Sunday night I expected 
she was calling for a ride back to the refugee camp and 
I was confused when she said she was now –not at the 
clinic- but in Mae Sot General Hospital. Then she 
burst into tears. It was after eight in the evening and I 
knew I wouldn’t understand what she was saying until 
I saw her so I promised to come early in the morning. 
She calmed her hiccupping and said ‘thank you please 
Cathy.’ 
 
Sitting with Mu Ku Ku on the edge of a small stool 
close to her cousin who, attached to an IV, lay limp in 
his bed in the too crowded ward I began to understand 
that Mu Ku Ku’s cousin,  Kaw Lee Htoo , 25 years 
old, was paralyzed from the chest down. Less than two 
weeks before on the other side of the border, he had 
been tending the small plot of land he and his sister 
share in a tiny village in Karen State about 5 hours 
west and north of Mae Sot, doing the odd jobs he 
could find for a little money to provide for himself and 
his sister. He weakened quickly and his sister 
somehow managed with the help of neighbours to get 
him across the border to Dr. Cynthia’s Clinic.  
 
Mu Ku Ku’s, parents, dead now, were from the same 
village. Both sets of parents are dead despite the fact 
that they would be near fifty years of age. Though she 

now lives with an auntie in the refugee camp, the 
cousins remain very close 
From the hospital I had called David on the phone 
trying to describe everything while getting information 
from the sister and Mu Ku Ku. The Thai nurses could 
not speak English, nor I Thai and the chart was 
confusing – certainly to me! D. on the phone, 
speculated - Lou Garrick’s, maybe a parasite, maybe a 
tumour, likely TB. We waited for the doctor to do his 
rounds (usually at 10:00). But it was Monday and 
many were waiting. Luckily, young Jack, a Karen who 
speaks Thai fluently, has been a Backpacker and 
trained as a medic and who now works as a liaison 
between the Clinic and the Thai general Hospital came 
by. He talked to the nurses who explained the Thai 
doctor was over loaded and late. He also told me that 
this small public hospital – about the size of Orillia’s 
Soldiers’ Memorial sees 1300 out-patients daily. 
 
We waited and wondered. Why had the clinic sent him 
here? Did he have any money?  None- all used getting 
to the clinic. How had he been moved from the clinic 
to this hospital? – by the clinic truck.  Was the clinic 
remaining responsible for him? The sister had bills of 
over 5000 Baht already. The only thing any of them 
had was me – connected by Mu Ku Ku.  
 
One of the toughest parts of being here is making 
decisions about where PUB’s donated money should 
go. The education of the young, possibly saving a life 
doing nothing so death when that can be the life or 
death of a family unit or one person or only time. 
Fathers get killed portering or by landmines or disease 
so Mothers die because they have no support and give 
what they have to their children. 
 
I continued to phone David and one time catching him 
when the background noise in Trauma at the clinic 
was not so loud; I asked how did he get himself to the 
clinic each day knowing that each day there would be 
a patient that we didn’t have the resources, skills or 
legality to help? As well by the time some get to the 
clinic, it is too late. Was this my present situation? 
 
Finally the doctor arrived still looking quite fresh after 
his horrendous day that must have begun before seven. 
David had found out earlier that a spinal tap had been 
done on Sat. at the clinic and they, and so I, had the 
results and but the doctor did not. He accepted my 
hand written notes as if this was normal, thought 
myelogram then said Mae Sot Hospital’s CAT Scan 
was no good and raising his significant eyebrows at 



me said the CAT Scanner at the private hospital was 
expensive but good??? I kept nodding. He nodded as 
well and hurried off. Jack said the Doctor suspected 
TB of the spine. 
  
Later David and Jack would come and talk to the 
doctor and when I returned from the college the 
following Friday, the diagnosis had been confirmed. 
Saw Kaw Lee Htoo had TB of the spine and now been 
isolated to a place in the hall outside the ward Toilets 
and was wearing a mask. Pulling it aside, he had a 
small smile to give. 
 
We were hoping to transfer him back to the Clinic as 
the hospital bills were mounting but they wouldn’t 
take him. The French ‘Doctors Without Borders’ 
(MSF) have suddenly stopped supplying TB drugs to 
Burmese/Karen people who cannot prove they are 
legal migrant workers or registered with the UNHCR. 
The In Patient Department at the Clinic couldn’t take 
him because of the MSF ruling. 
 
The Karen medic in charge of Trauma said he would 
take him there (because of our interest I suspect) so 
Kaw Lee Htoo with his sister sleeping under his bed 

are now in Trauma, PUB is paying the very small 
amount for the TB medicine and care.   
David says he is improving and indeed today he 
independently raised both his legs and gave me a huge 
smile. David says we don’t know if he will get 
complete recovery. I hopefully disagree. 
 
A touching anecdote to this story is that their village 
had somehow borrowed enough from someone in 
Bangkok to begin helping him. This put the village 
almost into bankruptcy I would expect. PUB has taken 
care of that debt. The village elder travelled all the 
way here to the clinic and talked with their accountant 
to whom we had given the money.  
David connected with John Toye about this and he 
connected with a former OSMH colleague, Tony Reid, 
who is now working in Belgium at the headquarters of 
Doctors Without Borders and they are still trying to 
understand why treatment of TB has been stopped 
here. 
 
We were lucky. If by chance we hadn’t been there 
David has no doubt Kaw Lee Htoo would be back in 
his village dying of ‘a tumour’. 
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INSTALLING LOVE 
Tech Support: Yes? How can I help you? 
 
Customer: Well, after much consideration, I've decided to install Love. Can you guide me through 
the process?  
 
Tech Support: Yes. I can help you. Are you ready to proceed? 
 
Customer: Well, I'm not very technical, but I think I'm ready. What do I do first? 
 
Tech Support: The first step is to open your Heart. Have you located your Heart? 
  
Customer: Yes, but there are several other programs running now. Is it okay to install Love while 
they are running? 
 
Tech Support: What programs are running? 
 
Customer: Let's see, I have Past Hurt, Low Self-Esteem, Grudge and Resentment running right 
now. 
  
Tech Support: No problem. Love will gradually erase Past Hurt from your current operating 
system. It may remain in your permanent memory but it will no longer disrupt other programs. 
Love will eventually override Low Self-Esteem with a module of its own called High Self-Esteem. 
However, you have to completely turn off Grudge and Resentment. Those programs prevent Love 
from being properly installed. Can you turn those off? 
 
Customer: I don't know how to turn them off. Can you tell me how? 
 
Tech Support: With pleasure. Go to your start menu and invoke Forgiveness. Do this as many times 
as necessary until Grudge and Resentment have been completely erased. 
 
Customer: Okay, done! Love has started installing itself. Is that normal? 



     cont’d … 
Tech Support: Yes, but remember that you have only the base program. You need to begin 
connecting to other Hearts in order to get the upgrades.  
 
Customer: Oops! I have an error message already. It says, "Error - Program not run on external 
components." What should I do? 
 
Tech Support: Don't worry. It means that the Love program is set up to run on Internal Hearts, but 
has not yet been run on your Heart. In non-technical terms, it simply means you have to Love 
yourself before you can Love others. 
 
Customer: So, what should I do?  
 
Tech Support: Pull down Self-Acceptance; then click on the following files: Forgive Self; Realize 
Your Worth; and Acknowledge your Limitations. 
 
Customer: Okay, done. 
 
Tech Support: Now, copy them to the "My Heart" directory. The system will overwrite any 
conflicting files and begin patching faulty programming. Also, you need to delete Verbose Self-
Criticism from all directories and empty your Recycle Bin to make sure it is completely gone and 
never comes back. 
  
Customer: Got it. Hey! My heart is filling up with new files. Smile is playing on my monitor and 
Peace and Contentment are copying themselves all over My Heart. Is this normal? 
 
Tech Support: Sometimes. For others it takes awhile, but eventually everything gets it at the proper 
time. So Love is installed and running. One more thing before we hang up. Love is Freeware. Be 
sure to give it and its various modules to everyone you meet. They will in turn share it with others 
and return some cool modules back to you.  
 
Customer: Thank you, God 

Submitted by Karen Hilfman Millson 
 – May it be so in our lives, Amen 

 
 

 
EASTER FLOWERS 

 
People are invited to provide Easter flowers to decorate the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday and have 
them placed in memory of loved ones (the list will be printed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday). 
 
To arrange for the flowers you can: 

1) buy your own plant and bring it to the Church and call the Church office before  
     Wednesday,  March 19th with the in-memory names, or to make it easier, 
2) fund-raiser with Evans Flowers for Easter plants and planters for the church  
    which includes free delivery.  Orders must be placed prior to March19th.  
    Evans Flowers will donate 25% directly back to St. Paul’s!   
    Shop locally and support St. Paul’s! Evans will also take names for the 
    In Memory List.  
   Call Evans Flowers at 325-2719 or stop in at 47 West St. N., Orillia. 

 
EASTER WORSHIP 

Sunday, March 23rd – 10:30 a.m. 
 

EASTER COMMUNION 
Sunday, March 30th – 10:30 a.m. 



 
Isn't Easter Early? 
 
Easter Day is March 23 and is almost as early as it can be this year. The earliest possible date is 22 
March as Easter is always on the first Sunday after the first full moon on or after March 21. 
This means that there are 35 possible dates, but Easter has not fallen on the earliest date since 1818, 
and will not do so again until 2285. It will not fall on March 23 again until 2160. 
 
Easter last fell on the latest possible date, April 25, in 1943 and will next fall on that date in 2038. 
However, it will fall on April 24, just one day before the latest possible date, in 2011. 
 
Someone has worked out that the cycle of Easter dates repeats after exactly 5,700,000 years, with 
April 19 being the most common date, happening 220,400 times.  
 
 

ST. PAUL’S LIBRARY NEWS 
 
Library volunteers Carley Wortman and Peggy Mah provide this information about St. Paul’s 
Library. 
 
It is open before and after Sunday services and Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Fridays 9 
a.m. to noon.  There are books for all ages for study, programming, information, fun and fiction.  
There are CDs and videos based on Christian Family Living, theology and worship.  We have some 
donated books available for a small donation to the Library Fund.   
 
Many new adult and children’s books are being processed for your borrowing.  
We are in great need of people to help us type cards and process these books.  
If any of you can help on either a short or long term basis, please let us know 
so we can get these books on the shelves.  A typewriter is available.  Please 
call Peggy Mah at 326-9509.   
 
We try to get current books, however funds are limited and volunteers are 
needed to process books and do clerical work.  Make a gift to the Library 
today!  Volunteer today! 
 

 
ST. PAUL’S RECEIVES 
  
From The Sharing Place Food Bank 

Dear St. Paul’s U.C. Family: 
Thank you very much for your generous donation of food to The Sharing Place on the 
occasion of White Gift Sunday 2007.  Sincerely, Don Evans, Executive Director. 

 
From Community Action Program for Children (CAPC) 
 Dear members of the congregation: 
 The Orillia Community Action program for Children staff and program participants would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued generosity and support of our 
MotherCare and MotherCare Next Step Programs that currently run out of St. Paul’s Church in 
Memorial Hall and the attached meeting room, on Tuesday and Friday mornings.  Many of the 
local families with young children take part in these programs and are able to access health, 
nutrition, and child development supports and expertise. 
 Please accept the attached plaque of our certificate of appreciation.  We look forward to our 
continued partnership with you.   
 Sincerely, Colleen Hood, Site Coordinator and Judy Gillespie, Program Facilitator. �  



How Many Ways Can I Learn? 
�

We never stop learning. 
�

There is so much information in the world.  When I hear about an issue, an event, a controversy I 
often wonder what I would say if someone asked “How do you feel about that?”  If I hear that a 
referendum might be held on a specific topic I often think, “I know how I would vote”; then 
someone comments on the subject and I realize I hadn’t considered that point of view.  Before I 
retired I had easy access to many opinions on almost every topic.  Over lunch or coffee, one only 
had to ask a question, and opinions and ideas would begin swirling around the table.  I enjoyed how 
one idea built upon another.  I was amazed at how a shy, soft spoken colleague could sit quietly, 
listening, and then just before getting up from the table drop one profound thought that put the 
subject into a new context leaving the chatty ones in silence, pondering this new avenue.  We 
would all return to work with a broader perspective…and be the better for it. 
�
After we retire or semi-retire how do we find the opportunities to gather those ideas? I had the 
opportunity to do just that while living in Burlington.  I attended two organized groups developed 
for the purpose of sharing ideas on current topics.  The smaller group consisted of about 10 people 
and met weekly at my church.  The larger group, held at the Senior Centre, was organized through 
the Parks & Recreation Planning committee and was very popular; online registration saw the 
group’s capacity reached within minutes. These were wonderful experiences. There was no 
limitation on the topics that could be brought forward.  Some issues came up frequently: coping 
with a changing health care system, taxes, impact of war, developing the waterfront in Burlington, 
today’s educational system, immigration etc.  I frequently heard “I had never thought about that.”  
It was marvelous that one person could give another a ‘new idea’ or a ‘new perspective’.   
�
That is the purpose of ‘skillful discussion’.  The intention of such a group is not to debate but rather 
to bring forth a variety of viewpoints for the purpose of broadening our own viewpoint. The 
success of the Current Affairs Discussion Groups in Burlington was, in part, related to the many 
backgrounds of the participants: teachers, business people, those who worked at home, health care 
workers, artisans etc; all coming together to discuss, listen and enjoy becoming better informed 
while opening up new perspectives about the issues impacting our world.   �
Since moving to Orillia I have found the philosophical diversity within St.Paul’s and the city of 
Orillia to be interesting and fascinating. Once again I have been reminded that we have so much to 
learn from the people around us.  
 
So, why did I choose to share this story with you?  Well, I am interested in gathering folks 
together to develop a discussion group.  If you are interested in participating in a current affairs 
discussion group please leave your name and contact information in the Church Office.  Those 
interested could get together to discuss the possibilities. 
  

'Man's mind stretched to a new idea never goes back to its original dimensions.'                                                                                     
Oliver Wendell Holmes 

 
 Submitted by Peggy Goddard (peggygoddard@hotmail.com) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



MISSION & SERVICE FUND NEWS 
 
The totals for the 2007 Mission and Service Fund contributions are in. Toronto Conference 
congregations contributed a total of $4,315,884.94 with the UCW bringing in $234,097 of this! 
Thank you all so much for your generosity and commitment to the work of the wider church. This 
money is put to work close to home in congregations and community ministries as well as many 
chaplaincies throughout Toronto Conference. It also funds the creation of educational resources and 
events for congregations and leaders, the training of ministry personnel, as well as the work of 
advocacy and partnership with 40 global partners around the world. 
 
This year, many churches were able to increase their givings to the M&S Fund and for that we are 
very pleased. Some of you had struggles as you tried to balance operating and other expenses with 
commitments to the work of the larger church in Canada and the world. Overall, Toronto 
Conference donations this year were 96% of 2006 totals. We are seeing a slight decline yet are 
thankful for all those who steadily contribute so much to our church's efforts to bring peace, justice 
and healing to our communities and our world. 
 
For more information and follow up about the national M&S totals, please read the letter below 
from Julie Kinkaid at the General Council office. 
 
We are in a time of change when we must keep God's mission for our congregations and the whole 
church before us even as we rethink our use of assets and resources.  With appreciation, Barbara 
Lloyd, Conference Minister for Christian Formation and Congregational Development, Toronto 
Conference, United Church of Canada, 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From Julie Kinkaid, General Council Mission and Service Fund Officer: 
 
Well there's good news and bad news folks!  Good news first: United Church members have given 
generously for the work of the national church to the tune of $29,976,796! Most of our good work 
supporting our denomination, our congregational life, and our community and global work will 
continue as always. We are making a difference in the world! 
 
The bad news: well you already know it. Our budgeted goal was $30,200,000; and we had set a 
fundraising goal or $30,500,000. There was belt tightening in June this year and there is more to 
come in 2009. That is inevitable when gifts are falling below last year and have not 
kept up with inflation for the past 10 years.  Now the challenging news: the General Council 
Executive has set a fundraising goal for 2008 at $31, 500, 000! This will take enormous efforts on 
all our parts. Let's start now so that we aren't caught short at year end. Please encourage your 
treasurer to remit regularly. We know that several churches have outstanding 2007 dollars which 
can not be 
counted towards our goal because yearend has passed. When they do arrive here it will be clear that 
we could have met our 2007 goal. All gifts must be sent in to be counted as the donors intended. 
 
A Little Perspective:   
If every member gave $60 in total we would surpass our target of $31,500,000 BUT only 23% of 
our members give to M&S!  If every giving member gives $11 more than they did this year we will 
reach our new goal. 
 
If we get 1,000 new givers to M&S this year (that's only .5 per charge) and each gave the cost of a 
large coffee per week to the work of the church we could add over $100,000 to M&S. 
 
I'd like to hear from you with  

1. Things we could do to encourage giving in your congregation; and/or 
2. Reasons why giving to the M&S Fund is down this year.   

In partnership, Julie Kinkaid, Mission and Service Fund Officer. �  



UPCOMING EVENTS AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

�  ENCOUNTERING WORLD RELIGIONS  –LECTURE SERIES with J. W. Windland, 
a comparative mythologist and founder of the Encounter World Religions Centre, an 
internationally recognized educational organization. This series continues on March 26th 
with Hinduism, April 23rd with Buddhism, May 28th with Sikhism and then returns on 
September 24th with Wicca/Neo-Paganism.  Cost per lecture is $15 per person or $100 for 
the series (a saving of $65).  Come and be enlightened!  All welcome!  

 
�  SEDER MEAL – Good Friday, March 21st which remembers Jesus’ final meal with his 

friends and will include a potluck, the ritual foods of the Passover meal, circle dancing 
followed by the drama of the arrest of Jesus.  At 7 p.m. there will be the  Good Friday 
service in the sanctuary.  

 
�  POT LUCK SUPPER for 20s & 30s NEWLY-MARRIED – Thursday, March 27th at 7 

p.m. at the home of newly-married Sarah Millson Fairchild, 4305 Wainman Line – 326-
3967.  A social evening of feasting, sharing and getting to know others who have recently 
been married.  If there is enough interest, another gathering will be held on Friday, May 2nd.   

 
�  WEEK OF GUIDED PRAYER –  April 6 to 12.  A Retreat in the Midst of Everyday Life.  

This year’s theme is “Will You Come and Follow Me.”  Aspects of the theme are explored 
each day through scriptures, prayers, stories, reflection and journaling.  Week of Guided 
Prayer has been significantly transformative in the lives of many people over the years.  

 
�  SCRAPBOOKING  evening – An opportunity for our Sunday School parents to get 

together and scrapbook a page of their child(ren) to go on our Imagine Wall.  Tentatively 
set for Tuesday, April 8th at 7:00 p.m.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

In the 1990s the United Church did some extensive research with United Church members.  
Those folks who attend worship regularly were asked if they had left a legacy for their church. 
 
Seven percent said “Yes.”  Then a question was asked to those who had not left a legacy for 
their church, “Would they be willing to leave a legacy?”   
 
Surprisingly 33% answered “Yes, they would.” 
 
The obvious next question was “If you are willing to leave a legacy, why have you not done 
so?”  While they all answered in their own way, their responses all said the same thing, “Nobody 
asked us.”   



Tom Jackson concert ~ November 28, 2007 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Candles of Rememberance & Love ~ December 9, 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UCW Celebration ~ December 16, 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Supper Club ~ December 2007 
 

 

 
 
 



Sunday School Party ~ December 2007 
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Christmas 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3:30 Live! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Coffeehouse ~ December 28, 2007 
 

 

 
 
 



Baptism & New Members ~ January 13, 2008 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mardi Gras ~ February 3, 2008 
 

 

 
 

 



Blair Bailey’s 50 th Birthday ~ February 17, 2008-02-25 
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St. Paul’s United Church 

62 Peter Street North, Orillia, ON  L3V 4Z1 
(705) 326-7351 

stpaulsorillia@bellnet.ca 
www.stpaulsunitedchurch.org  

  
PASTORAL STAFF 

Rev. Karen Hilfman Millson ext.106 
karenhm@bellnet.ca  
Fred Joblin ext. 107 

fredjoblin@rogers.com 
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Blair J. Bailey ext. 108 

mayumikuba@hotmail.com 
 

STAFF ASSOCIATE TEAM FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES 
Kara Sinclair and Rachael Howes, ext. 113 

 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Christa J. Cameron  ext. 110 
financialstpauls@bellnet.ca 

 
PROGRAMME & PEOPLE CO-ORDINATOR 

Rachael Howes ext. 104 
programstpauls@bellnet.ca 

 
SECRETARY/RECEPTIONIST 

Alice de Munnik ext. 101 
stpaulsorillia@bellnet.ca 

 
CUSTODIAN 

Leona Ladouceur (on medical leave) 
Lenisa Malfait (temporary) 

 
CHAIR OF THE BOARD 

Cam Davidson 
 

CHAIR OF COUNCIL 
Cathy Brown 

 
CHERUB CHOIR CONDUCTOR 

Laura Siddall 
 

CAROL CHOIR CONDUCTOR 
Kathie Joblin 

 
STEPHEN LEADERS 

Sandra Marshall 
Cathy Marshall           

Sandy Michener 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEAM 
COORDINATOR 

Bonnie Taylor 
 

 


