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Dear Friends, 
 
 This is exciting; my first input into The Spire.  Let me tell you again how 
happy I am to join the St. Paul’s family.  I am enjoying being in Orillia, and 
continue to settle into our new home.  Life is good. 
 
 Having come from a church in Guelph which was also going through a 
huge transition, I recognize already, many of the dynamics of St. Paul’s life.  
Budget crunches, uncertainty and some upheaval are what I expected and some 
of what I have experienced.  I have also experienced a fierce sense of hope, a 
determination to move forward, and a dogged  faith that there are good times ahead.  I simply want you 
to know that I share all of these realities with you. 
 
 As a minister, I am excited about leaving “transition” time behind, and getting  to do the ministry 
that I feel called to.  I am very excited about my ministry with children, youth and their families.  I have 
started meeting with a group of  Kid’s Church leaders to plan what next year will look like.  I am slowly 
learning about 3:30 Live!, Social Services, and getting to know the other community groups which I will 
be connecting to.  Blair and Karen have warmly welcomed me into the worship planning process.  I feel 
loads of energy  -  something which I haven’t felt for a couple of years now.  Yeah! 
 
 I do hope and pray that Karen, who has carried a huge and heavy load over the past years, will 
also feel these same things.  She is such a gifted minister and I hope she can now be free to do the things  
she loves as well. I wish that for everyone in the congregation as we go forward together. 
 
 Some wise person said that ministry happens when our greatest passions and the world’s greatest 
needs intersect.  May God bring those two realities together as we all start this new ‘thing’ together. 
 
         Peace Out, 
         Monica Moore 
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Jeff Jones, from Duval, Saskatchewan, Canada, writes: 
 
I moved from being an atheist to a believer. I would never have been an atheist if I had paid more attention to the 
church I was raised in, the United Church of Canada. I saw Christianity negatively because of the bad example 
and message of the conservative churches. To be fair, though, my church should have presented its views better. 
When I investigated, I found that it was not just secularism applied compassionately, but there were theological 
roots to Liberal Christian beliefs contrary to what fundamentalists claim. I have since found that there are good 
and bad wings in the Lutheran, Catholic and Anglican churches. I wonder if it is fair to say that God does not 
ever intervene. I have heard of some things that defy logical explanation. On a modest point, my Dad almost died 
in February of 2005. Perhaps it was just the power of positive thinking, but after the United Church Hospital 
chaplain led a prayer, he improved and three weeks later I brought him home. He has since passed away but he 
got 17 more months of life. I saw in your records that you wrote an essay, "Why I am not a Unitarian." I tried 
unsuccessfully to retrieve that essay. Could you repeat it please?  
 
Dear Jeff,  
I share your enthusiasm for the United Church of Canada. It was born in the 1920's as a merger among Protestant 
bodies in Canada, but primarily between the English Methodists and the Scottish Presbyterians in the Canadian 
Prairies. Just the fact that these bodies had to be able to see more strength in the things that united them than 
weakness in the things that divided them created a consciousness within that church that in successive generations 
would help them to be open to other changing possibilities.   
In the 1930's, they affirmed that their ministry was open to women long before any woman sought ordination. 
Canadian Anglicans did not do that until the 1980's. In 1988 the United Church of Canada declared that no one 
was to be precluded from their life or ministry because of sexual orientation. At that time, the Canadian Anglicans 
were putting a priest named James Ferry on trial in a medieval institution called Bishopscourt and found him 
guilty of "disobeying his bishop" and removed from him the license to officiate as an Anglican priest. His crime? 
He had confessed his homosexuality to his bishop because he was being blackmailed in his congregation. His 
bishop responded by outing him publicly and demanding that he leave his partner of some years. When James 
Ferry refused to obey this command of his bishop he was found "guilty of disobeying his bishop."   
Under the leadership of a moderator named Bill Phipps, the United Church of Canada inaugurated theological 
discussions that moved parts of this church into a contemporary conversation with the modern world.   
It was the United Church of Canada that decided to build an experimental church in a Toronto suburb that would 
lease space in a shopping mall for worship on Sunday and do everything else in the homes of its members. Its life 
would allow liturgical experimentation and was designed to pursue theological learning even when it challenged 
conventional Christian understanding. They wanted to meet the alienated former church members more than 
halfway.   
It was the United Church of Canada that produced and nurtured the Rev. Gretta Vosper, pastor at a Toronto 
suburban church, who became one of Canada's most exciting and, yes, controversial Christian voices. She leads 
the Progressive Christian Movement in Canada and is the author of a recent Canadian bestseller, With or Without 
God, a book that seeks a new way of understanding Christianity in the 21st century. While conservatives called 
for her expulsion, both her congregation and the United Church of Canada have been very supportive.   
It is the United Church of Canada that has poured resources into conference centers across that vast nation, from 
Tatamagouche in Nova Scotia to Naramata in British Columbia, with Five Oaks in Ontario and Prairie Christian 
Training Center in Fort Qu'ppelle in Saskatchewan.   
It is a church that encourages growth, contemporary music, theological and cultural diversity, environmental 
concerns, Christian education and social activism. I am devoted to it and have been deeply enriched by it.  
To your question of whether God intervenes and the anecdotal data that you offer in support of that idea: I am 
suspicious of most claims but I would never say that God was limited by my knowledge. The theological problem 
comes when those who support intervention have to explain why God did not intervene to end slavery, to stop the 
Holocaust, to divert a tsunami or a hurricane. It is not easy or accurate to be theologically simplistic. 

– John Shelby Spong 
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These two little girls are happy to take a turn at the repaired well in the village of Noere in Zambezia province. 
The Mission and Service Fund makes grants to the Christian Council of Mozambique to help with this work 
and many other projects.  
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EENNCCOOUUNNTTEERR  WWOORRLL DD  RREELL II GGII OONNSS Lecture Series continues with JW Windland, on the 4th 
Wednesday of each month.  The last one for this series will be on April 22, at 7:30 p.m., on 
Islam.  Coming up in the next series starting in the fall are ….  

September 23, 2009 – Shintoism & Confucianism 

October 28, 2009 – Jainism & Perennial Themes 

January 27, 2010 – Mormonism 

February 24, 2010 – Jehovah Witness & Unitarianism 

March 24, 2010 – Christian Science & Scientology 

April 28, 2010 – Rastafari 

 



       
 
 
 

                                   

February 9th, 2009 
 
Dear friends, 
 
I just wanted to say thank you for supporting the Mission and Service Fund during the 
past year. Across Canada some $29.7 Million dollars was donated to the Mission and 
Service Fund. In Toronto Conference $4.233 Million was given to the Mission and Ser-
vice Fund. Thank you for supporting chaplaincies, outreach ministries, social justice 
ministries, global partnerships, theological education, and countless other projects. 
Although we did not achieve our overall objective of $31.5 Million dollars, I truly thank 
each and everyone of you for your generous gifts in this tumultuous economic climate. 
 
The goal for 2009 is $32.5 Million dollars. The reason for this increase is to keep our 
funding at 2007 levels (the rest having been eaten away by inflation). It is a hefty goal 
yet with a determined effort, I am confident that we will continue to be able to support 
those ministries which are near and dear to our hearts. 
 
Enclosed please find a certificate of appreciation for your Mission and Service fund gifts 
this year. It is my token of gratitude for all your hard efforts to support "Our United Fund 
for a United Vision." Thank you once more for supporting M&S. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Darren 
 
 
 
 
 

GARAGE SALE & CAR WASH – Saturday, June 6 
 
Start collecting together items for a giant garage sale to be held in our own parking lot 
and the lot at Carson’s Funeral Home.  Clean out your garage while helping to support 
our Church’s mission and ministry to our community. 
 
 



 
 
 

An occupational therapist working at the church? 
 
Sound a little strange?  It is, but good ideas often start off that way.  Occupational therapists 
work in all the places we do our living and being because that is what ‘occupation’ is all about.   
Occupational therapists see health in people participating in meaningful activities day to day.  
The job of an occupational therapist at St. Paul’s will be to promote the health of members and 
those we support in the community. The occupational therapist will join the team of people who 
pursue social justice and care for those in our community who are faced with challenges.   
Problems such as physical or mental health issues, economic hardship, or life stresses can all get 
in the way of people being able to find meaning and manage everyday activities such as jobs, 
housekeeping or family demands.  An occupational therapist can help people to problem solve, 
build skills and help with negotiating the healthcare system and social supports available. 
 
This part time role  at  St Paul’s is being filled by Becky Bauman, a volunteer who is an 
accredited occupational therapist.  It will be a work in progress which will certainly continue to 
emerge and change as opportunity and needs present.  The plan is to divide time between 3 main 
areas:  social services team, pastoral care and programs associated with St. Paul’s such as 
Hillcrest Lodge.  The role will include meeting with individuals to work on their particular issues 
as well as program development including building networks with other churches and agencies 
who have common goals.   The work is in its infancy.  Please keep this service in mind as you 
think of your own health and the needs of your friends and family in our church community. 
 

 

Meet Becky Bauman who you will often see with her son 
Silas.  Becky’s job description as a volunteer parish 
occupational therapist has been supported with 
enthusiasm by the Board.  We look forward to seeing the 
many ways that this ministry will develop and increase the 
caring and support that we offer through our  St. Paul’s 
vision of creating a world of wholeness, health and well 
being for all. 
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�� is the title of an afternoon recital of fine music in support of the 
scholarship fund of the upcoming Orillia Music Festival. 
 
The Reconaissance Chamber Choir will be featured performing a selection of delightful pieces 
from the Renaissance era (15th and 16th Century madrigals and motets) as well as contemporary 
short choral selections.  Reconaissance continues to maintain its original mandate of presenting a 
cappella (unaccompanied) repertoire which is performed in a stylistically appropriate 
presentation honouring the original intentions of the composer.  Familiar faces from St. Paul’s 
including Christa Cameron, Mayumi Kumagai-Bailey and Blair Bailey are part of this unique 
chamber choir. 
 
Also taking part in the recital will be local concert pianist Brent Mayhew.  Brent has been a 
private teacher of piano and theory in Orillia for more than twenty years.  A graduate of the 
Music Faculty of the University of Western Ontario, Brent is a former examiner for the 
Conservatory Canada.  Formerly the accompanist for the Jubilee Chorale, Brent is currently the 
accompanist for the Lyrica Choir of Barrie.  Over the years, Brent has recorded and produced 
two CDs of solo classical piano music, the most recent of which was a complete recording of 
Schubert’s Impromptus for solo piano. 
 
Another familiar face from St. Paul’s, Susan Walma, will be heard playing two unique selections 
on St. Paul’s Casavant pipe organ.  An accomplished pianist, Susan is also an active private 
teacher of piano.  Susan has been studying pipe organ under Blair Bailey in recent years and is 
now at an advanced level.  At this recital Susan will play two unique selections for pipe organ: 
“March” and “Waltz” from Dance Suite for Pipe Organ by English composer Noel Rawsthorne. 
 
As “Viva La Musica” is a fundraising recital in support of the Orillia Music Festival scholarship 
fund, it is entirely appropriate that some of the finalists from the recent Rose Dancyger Memorial 
Competition for student musicians will also be performing.  Again, a familiar face from St. 
Paul’s, Alexandra Andrews, an active member of the Youth Choir, will be one of these talented 
student performers on the violin. 
 
Come and enjoy an afternoon of beautiful choral and instrumental music in the reverberant and 
warm acoustics of our sanctuary.  The recital will take place at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, March 29th.  
Your freewill donation will be used to support the scholarship fund of the Orillia Music Teachers 
Association for talented student participants in the upcoming Orillia Music Festival. 
 

 
Submitted by Blair Bailey



 
“GODSEND” 

A proposal  presented to the Board of St. Paul’s 
on Tuesday, March 17, 2009 by Vern Ashton 

 
 To paraphrase Dr. Martin Luther King: “I had an idea…”   This idea popped into my head 
during the night, eight or nine years ago. And it did come in the form of a dream. And it woke me 
up. I mulled this thing over for some time, and I was very excited by it, despite its being 
‘grandiose’. At least that’s what I’ve been told a couple of times.  But I don’t care… 

 
The gist of the idea, which deals with food for food banks, shelters and such places, is 

simply this:   There are a lot of churches in this country.  If every family, or churchgoer, in every 
place of worship, brought just one item—diapers, toothpaste, can of sardines, bag of flour, 
whatever—every time they came to worship, it should not take too long to show results. 

 
Now, let’s just think about it for a moment… 
Let’s say we average about 180 people in the congregation each Sunday. That could mean 

some 60 + items of food, etc. just from St. Paul’s alone. Not much, is it?  But there are 25 churches 
in town and a few more in the surrounding area. Let’s say that, all told, they collect 800 items per 
week. It will certainly help!  What I want to see is for this weekly collection to spread to every 
presbytery, parish, diocese or whatever groups of churches call themselves, including all the 
mosques and synagogues, so that it becomes a habit: you don’t leave for church without that 
precious item. 

 
The criticism of being ‘too grandiose’ is flawed. I was told to just try it here at St. Paul’s 

first, to see if it would fly. No! If only St. Paul’s were involved, and it failed, the thing would die, 
period!  Now, let’s say we get all the churches in town going, and thoroughly involved, but St. 
Paul’s fails to keep it up. The project is not dead!  Supposing, a year from now, or five years, all 
towns across the country have joined in. Orillia may falter, along with Midland, Port Hope, and 
Hamilton…but it’s going great guns in Niagara Falls, Brandon, Moose Jaw, Carrot River, 
Vancouver and on Salt Spring Island. All is not lost! 

 
If this idea hit me so many years ago, where has it been all this time?? Remember, I said I 

was excited by it? Well, cold water has a way of cooling a man’s ardour! I was shocked and, I 
admit, somewhat hurt by the rebuff I received, especially as it was so unexpected. So I recoiled and 
dropped it. But it would not stay dropped! Many times during those intervening years, it would 
niggle at me. It surfaced again a couple of years ago, when I told another person about it. He said, 
“Go for it!” Well, that was encouraging, but I was still leery, and a bit afraid. The Lord works in 
mysterious ways, however. He would not let my conscience leave me alone. Said conscience has 
been quite active over the last while. Then, some weeks ago, the scripture reading about Samuel 
being called by the Lord hit me. Then, maybe a week later, before the service, there was a quote up 
on the wall that did it. I don’t remember the wording, or who made the quote, but I immediately 
called Cam over, and ‘fessed up’. And here I am.  

 
Now, don’t tell me the idea is crazy, or impossible, because I can’t and won’t believe that. 

It’s not going to be easy, but I know it can be done.  Remember: one item per family per week. 
Period. And pass it on. Not everyone goes to church.  And there are going to be a lot more hungry 
people over the next many months, maybe years.   Thank you. 
 
 
The Board supported this proposal.  Beginning on Sunday, March 29th  
people are invited to begin bringing a food item each Sunday for a food bank. 

 
 



CLOTHESLINE I NSPIRATIONAL  
 
The reproduction of the printed word serves to make available and 
accessible the messages of truth within us.  Such posters, hung in 
McDonald Hall, serve as visual reminders during times of spiritual 
contemplation and pursuits of truth.  Inspirational words can be used to 
point the way from head to heart.  When you have a negative or fear-
based thought, what do you replace it with?  What positively inspiring 
reminder do you choose to return to your true nature, your genuine 
self?  If you would like to submit an inspirational message of love, 
peace, joy, gratitude, abundance, beingness, unity, acceptance, leave it 
at the Church office marked, “Imagine.”  Be sure to add correct 
reference including author’s name and literary source. 

 
Submitted by Robert Chapman 

Facilitator, The Artist in You (Art Circle) Small Group 
Robert Chapman studied graphic arts (Georgian College, Barrie)  

and has a diploma in graphic design (Mohawk College, Hamilton) 
 
 
 

WoRM  
 
St. Paul’s Sunday Morning Kids’ Group program is looking to 
make some changes for the fall.  Monica has brought with her 
some ideas from past practice that could be very exciting for St. 
Paul’s.  Initial ideas were shared with the congregation when we 
first introduced Monica as a candidate for our church.  This is 
the workshop rotation model or WoRM.  In this model the 
children and youth are introduced to a theme through a Bible 
story.  Then for the next several weeks the classes rotate 

through a variety of workshops (such as arts/crafts, woodworking, cooking/baking, computers, 
drumming, etc.) that focus on bringing the Bible story to life in several ways.  The children 
experience the stories on different levels which will help them tie the activities to the Bible 
truths.  Currently, we find that children are not always able to be in Church every Sunday due to 
out-of-town commitments, sports events and other family gatherings.  This model would allow 
them not to miss out on the whole story.  They may also encourage their family to attend on a 
more regular basis so they are able to participate in all the workshops for each story.  As we can 
all see, the numbers of children and youth on Sunday mornings is down,  so the hope is that an 
exciting new program will revitalize our youth program! 
 
 

UPCOMING TALENT AUCTION – MAY 3 
 

Do you have a special talent you might allow us to auction off?  Gourmet dinner for 6? sailing 
lesson? 3 days at your cottage? – Or – maybe you have something that might be more 
appropriate for a silent auction? a piece of art? a pair of hand-knit socks? that old Stradivarius 
violin that has been collecting dust in the attic? – Or – maybe you have a very special dessert that 
would command top dollar at a dessert auction? 
 
There will be forms available on Sunday mornings to let us know what you might like to offer.  
All money raised will go towards St. Paul’s general fund which allows our ministry to happen. 



Canadian author and journalist, ALANNA MITCHELL  returns to 
Wisdom Circle on Wednesday, April 15.  She will speak on her new book,  
Sea Sick: the Hidden Crisis in the Global Ocean 
 
You thought the climate was the problem? Actually, it's the ocean. 
 
Sea Sick is the first book to explain how the global ocean — 99 per cent of 
the planet's living space — is undergoing vast chemical changes at the hand 
of humanity and why that matters. 
 

In a nutshell, some of the carbon dioxide we are putting into the air by burning fossil fuels is 
being absorbed by the ocean. That reverts it to a state it has not been in for millions of years: 
more acid, warmer, and more prone to vast oxygen-deprived dead zones. At risk is the very 
structure of life in the ocean and therefore, on the planet as a whole. 
 
Mitchell has traveled around the world to find the big picture and translate the 
science.  She snorkels on the Great Barrier Reef, signs on as a member of the 
scientific crew examining the huge "dead zone" in the Gulf of Mexico, 
traipses the beaches of Zanzibar to see how the world's poor will make do 
without fish, witnesses a breathtaking once-a-year coral spawning in the 
waters off Panama, immerses herself in the fantastical world of plankton and 
the acidifying ocean. Ultimately, as you follow Mitchell on a terrifying 
voyage to the bottom of the ocean, you face your own fear and despair and 
discover hope. 
 
 
 

 
 
THE CAROL CHOIR will present Babble at BAbel 
on Sunday, June 14 at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  This is the  
story of the tower of Babel told with drama and music. It is related to love, 
humility, and being open to God's Spirit. 
 
Don’t miss this annual production by our young people! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL PICNIC 
 
is set for SUNDAY, JUNE 7 at Couchiching Beach Park 
after the 10:30 a.m. worship service. 
 
Come and enjoy a barbeque lunch, fellowship, games and 
our annual “Pull for Peace.”  



)& -/%��00�(/+�1)�')�
 

On Sunday evening, May 24th (not the long weekend!) a unique multi-media presentation by St. 
Paul’s Choirs will be presented.  The featured work will be Lorenz Maierhofer’s Ethno-Mass for 
Peace.  Maierhofer, the composer, wrote the following background to the Ethno-Mass. 

 
Concern for peace at both a local and a world level is something that weighs heavily on 
the minds of many people. The crises working against the chances for peace in our world 
are numerous and complex. 
 
Dramatic appeals attempt to give expression to the powerful desire for peace, freedom 
and justice. And yet it seems as though all of these well-meant appeals go unheeded, for 
the ways in which human beings behave towards and treat each other - spread 
throughout the world by the media 
- are characterized by 
misunderstanding, suspicion, envy 
and resentment and the abuse of 
power. 
Nevertheless: it is only through the 
constant will to achieve peace that 
conflict can be permanently 
overcome! 
 
The realization of this, combined 
with an unshakeable belief in the 
Good, and together with historical 
examples of success give strength 
to many people in their efforts to 
find peaceful solutions to crises, 
violence, suffering and oppression. 
One of the keys to success is the 
unceasing willingness to 
communicate - and where words 
fail, perhaps the language of music 
can help! 
 
As a comprehensive conceptual 
work, the ETHNO-MASS for 
peace, gives expression to a very 
special message for peace. In the international language of intercultural choral music, the 
arrangements combine principles of Christian belief and spiritual messages with selected 
quotations from great "men and women of peace". 
 
"Music is the only language that everyone can understand!" May the timeless message of 
peace conveyed by this mass resound around the globe, unite many human beings in 
harmony and constantly provide them with courage, strength and optimism in their daily 
efforts for peace. 
 

As well s St. Paul’s Choirs, recent winners of the YMCA Peace Medallion and Arts for Peace 
Peacemakers Annual Award recipients, many from our St. Paul’s community, will read the 
moving and inspiring quotations from great “men and women of peace.”   

 
Please mark the date for this celebration of peace on your calendar now.   �  
 



FUNDRAISING PLAN for 2009  
 
Monica and Karen did some brainstorming to try and come up with a plan to meet our current 
budget crisis.  The following are the ideas we thought would be successful at raising funds, in 
keeping with St. Paul’s mission objectives, and community-building as well. 
 
They are willing to put some energy into putting the plan into action, however, these would need 
to have heavy congregational involvement in order to work.  Please look at the plan and think 
about where you might be able to expend some energy.  If everyone would be willing to work on 
at least one event, then we would be sure to have ample workers.  Please talk to either Monica or 
Karen about the project that grabs you. 
 
May 2 – Talent Auction 
Jobs to be done:   

·  an auctioneer 
·  silent auction coordinators  
·  finding people to donate their “talents”  
·  a computer person to organize the auction  
·  promotion,  
·  clean up/set up/ general workers  
·  refreshments.                         AIM:  $15,000 

 
June 6 – Outside Garage Sale 
Jobs to be done:  picking up donations, organizing and pricing goods, set up/clean up, cashiers, 
promotion, hot dog sale.                            AIM:  $4,000 
 
October  – Fall Feast / Music Concert 
More details to follow                  AIM: $7,000 
 
December – “2000 Candles” performance 
2000 Candles is contemporary, hip, evocative and delightful. From vignette to vignette, the 
audience is taken on a journey through Christmas celebrations and traditions on a quest to find its 
true meaning. More than just a typical "church show", this professional production is accessible 
and entertaining to a wide audience. 
More details will follow                 AIM: $1,500 
 
10-20% of all fundraising revenues on top of building use donation. 
If we were to meet our goals, this would mean a further $29,500 to the Church’s 
general fund for 2009.                 AIM:  $1,000 
 

Submitted by Monica Moore 
	

�

����������	
����
����
������
�
�

�	�
���������	�������������� !��"#"�
$%%��&���	���������'!���� !��"#"�

�	�()��
	(���	����*����������''���� !��"#"�
+%��%,)��-���.�))
�
*�%+�#%/�)��

0)���������(�
��)��(	���1� !��"#"��
�2	
3�)(��	���
�

�	�()��
�
�	���������'4���1�!!�	"#"��	�����	�()���%� 
�
*�
)�/�.)�
	
��'!� !�	"#"�0%�%����	�()���)�)-�	(�%
55�



�

GUATEMALA MISSION EXPOSURE TRIP 
 

On February 9, 2009, a group from St. Paul’s headed 
to Guatemala on a cultural awareness trip.  We 
wanted to listen to the people of Guatemala as they 
shared their stories; to support the work of Paso por 
Paso (Step by Step); to open ourselves to personal 
growth and being changed in our perspectives by 
what we experienced; and to link our experience and 
learning with a new understanding of the 
experiences of indigenous people in Canada and 
with the United Church’s Mission Theme around 
Living Faithfully in Empire. 
 
As our plane drew into Guatemala City, several 

members of the group noticed the tin roofs crowded together, providing shelter.   This would be 
the first of many sights that would touch our hearts.  They would speak to us of poverty, but as 
our awareness deepened, they would also speak to us of the beauty and dignity of the 
Guatemalan people and their way of life.   
 
It was wonderful to be met at the airport by Judith Rapson, who greeted us with hugs of 
welcome.  With her was Don Juan, who, together with his sons, would provide us with safe 
transport on many of our travels.  We immediately piled into a van, with our luggage securely 
fastened above us, and headed off to Panajachel: the small community in which members of Paso 
por Paso are located.    
 
Driving through Guatemala City was chaotic – chicken buses and city buses roared along on 
either side of us, belching black smoke into the clear sunny day.  With few traffic signs, people 
communicated by honking horns; everyone seemed to understand when to go and when to wait.   
 
As we left the city, we traveled along steep roadways, heading up each mountain, then down the 
other side.  The roads were often under construction and our driver seemed to  know instinctively 
on which side of the white rocks to drive.  Other drivers flew by us, risking their lives and those 
of their passengers on the narrow pathways.  We stopped at a gas station to refuel and had the 
first of many experiences of bathrooms with no windows, no toilet paper and no proper means to 
wash our hands.  Fortunately, Judith was prepared to care for her group of novice travelers.   
 
As the sun prepared to set, we were still a long way from our destination.  Don Juan opted to take 
the less scenic main route to ensure our safety.  Travelling along, three to a seat, it began to feel 
like we would never get there.  It seemed difficult to believe that, 15 hours earlier, we had been 
leaving a hotel in Toronto in the cold snowy darkness of the early morning and now we were 
travelling in warm, breezy darkness through the mountainous highlands of Guatemala.  Three 
hours later, at the end of a very long day, we arrived at what would be our home for the next 9 
days, Hotel Kakchiquel.   The adventure had really begun! 
                           
To hear about our experiences in Guatemala, please come to a pancake lunch in support of Paso 
por Paso taking place on April 19, 2009 after church. 
 

 
EARTH DAY will be celebrated at WISDOM CIRCLE on Wednesday, April 29 at 7:30 p.m. 
with special guest, Ian McCrindle who was trained by Al Gore and David Suzuki to share the 
message on global warming in Gore’s film, An Inconvenient Truth. 
 
�



 
 
 
 

The Way of the Universe: Wisdom for the Ecozoic Era 
Br ian Swimme 
June 26 & 27, 2009 

   
at OISE Auditorium, 252 Bloor Street West 

 
Co-Sponsored by the Gaia Centre and OISE 

Register at  www.gaiacentre.org. 
 
 

 
An Orthodox Jewish Woman  

who is a lively New Testament Scholar 
& member of the Jesus Seminar  

 
 
 
 

    is coming  
to St. Paul’s United Church  

 
Friday, March 26  

to Sunday, March 28, 2010 
AJ  Will Be Our Scholar-in-Residence as Holy Week Begins 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The United Church of Canada has a policy that there  
be no disposable water bottles at United Church events.   
St. Paul’s encourages all groups to move toward  
following this policy.  Thank you. 



QUESTION:  WHAT IS A UNIFIED BUDGET? 
 
At St. Paul’s a conversation is beginning about the possibility of moving back toward a unified budget.  
One of the best examples of a unified budget with a strong theological base is the United Church 
Mission and Service Fund.  Below are excerpts taken from the United Church’s website that begin to 
explain the concept of a unified budget and the reason that we continue to choose this method as a 
national church.  This type of budget is a reflection of our unified vision of who we are as the church.  
As you read, imagine how such an approach would work here in our church in Orillia.  
   
M&S Is a Unified Fund – A Dialogue 
 
One: Someone at our meeting today called the Mission and Service Fund a unified fund. 
 
Two: That's right. Always has been. 
 
One: (looking around) I didn't want to sound uninformed at the meeting, but what does "unified fund " 
mean? 
 
Two: It's a very simple idea, really. All the money raised for The United Church of Canada, the whole 
United Church, goes into one pot. Then decisions are made about how we divide up the money. 
 
One: You mean all the money for M&S is lumped together so I can't give my money to a specific 
thing? 
 
Two: That's right. 
 
One: Why do we have a unified fund and who decides how to spend it? 
 
Two: The unified fund dates back to the 1928 General Council and before. Our members decided that 
there should be a cooperative and unified fund for financing all the work of the church. It shows that 
the church is unified " in a core of shared belief. " As far as spending the money, YOU decide. Or I 
should say, WE decide. United Church members decide through their representatives on the General 
Council and through volunteers on many committees. Each project we fund represents a ministry that 
has been tested and is a faithful expression of our call to serve others. 
 
One: I think I get it. United work, united fund, United Church. 
 
Why can't I just give my money to a mission project of my choice and have it credited to 
the Mission and Service Fund? 
 
Founders of the United Church decided, and members have confirmed over the years, that they want a 
unified fund. A unified fund pools all gifts and the money is allocated as needs are decided. This is a 
fair and economical way to support others. The needs of the church and of our national and 
international partners are tremendously varied. If people only supported the project of their choice, the 
less glamorous, less advertised, smaller-budget projects would never receive enough support. 
Sometimes it's difficult to get excited about paying for electricity or staples or e-mail service when we 
would like to be building a school or nursing a child back to health. All of these needs have been 
determined to be valid, and a unified fund means everyone contributes to all of the work, from teaching 
children to buying light bulbs. Because our partners can count on consistent support for their large and 
small projects, they can commit to long-term development work. The M&S Fund gives large and small 
projects an equally fair chance to be funded. 
 

cont’d … 



M&S Checklist – information everyone needs to know 
 

·  M&S is a unified fund. We pool our money to fund all our work.  
·  M&S work includes ministry support, theological colleges, presbyteries and Conferences, core 

funding to 170 churches, chaplaincies, overseas personnel, global work, outreach work in 
Canada, justice and environmental advocacy, ecumenical partnership, partnership overseas, the 
work of the General Council Office, support for archives, and The Observer, and the list goes 
on.  

·  M&S is who we are and what we do. Without it, the United Church would not be. It's as simple 
as that.  

 
Closing Comments 
 
I found this information helpful and thought others might as well, as we begin to discuss the possibility 
of returning to a unified budget here at St. Paul’s.  

Submitted by Karen Hilfman Millson 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SUMMER DAY CAMP ~ MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

August 10 – 14,  9 a.m. to noon 
 

“INTO THE BELLY OF THE WHALE” 
The Story of Jonah 

 
Watch for registration information after Easter. 

Speak to Monica for more information,  
or how you might help make this Summer Day Camp a whale of a time!   

For ages 3 – 13 
(A small registration fee will cover the cost of the program – to be determined soon.) 
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Weaving The Fabric of Our Lives: 
Changing from The Inside Out 

 
Workshop, April 18 

 
When we think of changing something there is often a tendency to want to have it all happen 

instantly, in a flash and be done with it. Yet seldom is changing ever an instant affair. It is more often a 
gradual process. So it helps to remind ourselves to look at change from a different perspective. 

 
I would like to share an analogy; to reframe our experience is the difference between using a 

candle and a flashlight. There is a story behind this analogy. In 1986 when Michael Jones and I were 
setting out on a six-month sabbatical we were trying to plan about a couple of months ahead. A friend 
said to us “You need to travel with a candle not a flashlight.” A month or two ahead was like a 
flashlight- too far ahead. 

 
When we took her advice, we relaxed and were more comfortable with the ambiguity of not 

knowing what we would be doing more than a day or two ahead. Any time we thought we knew better 
and could plan further ahead, those plans fell through and something different emerged. 

 
If we take that metaphor into our process of living with change we become more open to 

opportunities as they present themselves on a day-to-day basis. We relax into an organic emergent 
design of our lives. By doing this we balance the needs of the intellect that wants certainty and the 
heart’s desire to live with the unknown. 

 
We invite you to join us for about an hour-and-a-half of actively engaging with music, guided 

imagery, art, and story on Wednesday, March 18 at 7:30 p.m. We invite you to bring your curiosity and 
playfulness and see what we can create together. This evening is intended as an introduction to our one-
day workshop, Weaving the Fabric of Our Lives: Changing from the Inside Out, one month later on 
Saturday, April 18 for 9 am - 5 pm at St Paul’s.   

 
Judy Archer and Michael Jones will co-lead the gathering at Wisdom Circle and the Workshop.  

Judy’s background integrates art, healing, teaching and personal and organizational change management 
and writing. She has her MASc. in Human Relations and Counselling from the University of Waterloo. 
Michael’s background includes leadership development, music and writing. He has an MA in Adult 
Education from the University of Toronto. His most recent book is Artful Leadership: Awakening the 
Commons of the Imagination, Trafford Publishing 
 

Submitted by Judy Archer 
 

 

      
led by Michael Jones & Judy Archer 
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COMING TO WISDOM CIRCLE 
Wednesday, May 20 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
Jaak T. Reichmann, MD 
 
Jaak is a psychiatrist who has specialized in the treatment of Anxiety 
Disorders for 20 years. He has been on staff at Toronto General Hospital 
since 1987 and has facilitated mindfulness meditation classes for over 10 
years. He is director of the Anxiety Clinic at the University Health 
Network in Toronto, as well as the director of the Center for Inner 

Freedom in Barrie. 
 

 
           OWNING THE PAST 

 
 Barbara Coloroso gave a moving and active presentation on bullying and 
how to respond to bullying in our culture. True enough, it is a short walk from 
the school yard to the international killing fields of genocide. And bullying is a 
symptom of a deeper malady in our culture, locally and globally.  
 
 In brief, as long as men and women abandon the nature of partnership 
and choose to be complicit in a culture of domination, male domination, bullying will be an ongoing 
outcome of the fear we inculcate in the deepest streams of our daily living. Locally we glorify militarism 
in a children’s parade at Christmas with a tank dedicated to inflicting immense pain with impunity. And 
men and women and children applaud standing on the hidden ground of their own fearful submission to 
a vehicle of domination.  
 
 Barbara Coloroso gave evidence that North America is no stranger to genocide having conducted 
the largest genocide in history, the horrific story of the elimination of the native culture in this “our 
native land”. We have blood on our hands that we have yet to own in our past. And in the gift of the 
present, the Canadian government is actively deporting war resisters opposed to the slaughter in Iraq. 
These young men and women from Barbara Coloroso’s native land have stood up, put their lives on the 
line and given a graphic and heroic example of what to do when witnessing bullying behaviour. They 
have come to Canada seeking refuge for themselves and their families and saying in the strongest way 
they know to the bullies of their native land, “No more, not here, not ever.” 
 
 Thank you Barbara. Your courageous words and actions have called us to shed the robes of 
domination that we wear so boldly, and say to bullying wherever it occurs, “No more, not here, not 
ever”. 

Submitted by Erle Kahnert 
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A WONDER-FILLED STORY 
 

�Karin Bolette Sonne has given me permission to share what I believe is a wonder-filled story.  
Here’s her story!…   
 
“There used to be Lakeshore Psychiatric Hospital (L.P.H.) in Etobicoke but it was closed down in the 
70’s when CAMH was built. The facility had a gravesite there, where the patients were buried, dating 
back to the 1850’s. There are 1500 graves but only about 250 grave-stones or markers. The Psychiatric 
Archival Society here in Toronto had a contest this past fall for a memorial to be designed and built on 
the Lakeshore Psychiatric Hospital property.  
 
 In November 2008 I entered my submission. In the Archival information of L.P.H., I had read some 
information of one of the patients which stated: “We go to the garden when we are sick & when we need 
hope and inspiration.” So based on this, I sculpted out of clay, a man sitting on a beach looking up at the 
sky and a woman picking flowers and the graveyard as a blue sea of forget-me-nots. 
 
 Monday February 9, I got a phone call that told me that I had won first prize! I was asked if I would be 
willing to sit on the committee and see the project through to completion. They are trying to get the 
fabricator who made all the moose around the city to build it and I will be able to work with him. Grand 
prize is $650 and media exposure.”  
 

  Submitted for the Spire with Karin Bolette’s  permission by Pat Bedford. Enjoy! 
�

My Journey - KB Sonne 
"God is a circle whose circumference is nowhere and whose centre is everywhere." 

 
My life experiences have taught me to speak my truths as I have needed to express them, 
whether it be through my music, my visual arts, writing, sewing or gardening, or my truths 
between friends, family or other people whose path crosses mine. 
 
In my journey of learning to know God and thus understanding myself I have come to 
understand that clarity of thought and commitment is expressed through clarity of action. 
 
I believe that Jesus died because of our sins not for our sins. I believe that in saying he died 
for our sins gives us an easy way out. It allows us to pass over my responsibilities with little if 
any consciousness of them and it makes us react as opposed to act. And in effect it leaves us 
with a dissociated society. By failing to take this responsibility of our consciousness and 
most definitely our unconscious thoughts as well we failed to see our past, our present and 
any potential for a future. By not accepting where we have come from where we are going is 
disguised. Even though painful I have denied my past to the point of dissociation from the 
very experiences that would make me whole, even though somewhat of an injured whole. 
 
As I walk my journey to Jericho it is not simply enough to see the stones that I have stumble 
over, nor is it enough to simply kick them out of our way. In making peace with my God I have 
had to deliberately examine all aspects of those obstacles and then move them to the side 
regardless of their weight or the pain they may cause, so that when others come from behind 
me the road is clearer. 
 
I was once told by a woman in the St. Paul's congregation how she chooses her battles to 
fight, implying that perhaps I should do the same. I immediately thought how very lucky she is 
that she is able to do this and still sleep at night. To say we should choose our battles is 
probably wise in terms of conserving one's energy, but it's also the mainstreams way of 
rationalizing a lack of action to issues which are simply too encumbering to be 
acknowledged. This is exactly what happens when people walk past the homeless and don't 
see them. 



 
Out of the many battles I have fought in my life, there are few that I have not consciously 
decided to become involved with. More often than not the battles I haven't chosen ended 
choosing me for a reason. Sometimes clumsily, awkward and naively I have stumbled into 
God's Circle. I have always lived on the edge of that circle always wanting to be an insider 
but after trying for many years, I've realized I am who I am and that I must be as conscious as 
I am able to be in order that I can act appropriately and not simply react. I've tried to move in 
closer but it hasn't worked for me. It seems that I am meant to be in a space between the 
rubble and the tip of God's finger. The touch has allowed me some self forgiveness. I have 
found that forgiveness is a far more complex act than I had ever imagined. The tearing 
down of walls allows for connection and continuity with the present. 
Insanity is the darkest and loneliest place that exists on this planet. Insanity is darker than 
black and deeper than the darkness. I have been lucky; The Sunday Morning Group that 
gathers at St. Paul’s has been very compassionate and forgiving of me during the past 7 
years. It is because of their love and forgiveness that I have been able to begin to forgive 
myself. They kept a candle shining on the other side of the crack, with cards and letters and 
always accepting my letters regardless if the content was difficult and personal- they were 
always accepting, they made sure I was never alone. Without that light I know I would not 
be alive today. So I thank you gentle women and the many others who wrote, accepted my 
phone calls, and have visited with me at one facility or another. You have all have given me 
another day on this planet we call home. And another day means another. You too are held 
in my candle of light. 
 
Thank you    
 
        Karin Bolette Sonne 
 
 
 
Karin’s artwork is: 
1) in the sitting room upstairs, Room 340 – a painting of St. Stephen 
2) in the Library Reading Room – a painting of St. Paul, and 
3) in the purple and blue “Circle of Light” cloth for the centerpiece  
   when we gather as community to meditate and pray. 
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~A Sacred Place to Seek God in the Heart of all Life~ 

 
 
NEOS: Emerging Church, April 24-26, Fri 7:30pm- Sun 12:30 with lunch.  Over the past decade a 
movement called Emerging Church has been growing to create new ways of being church that speaks to 
an emerging generation.  Come learn about this movement and have conversations about what it means 
for ministry.  Cost $250 ($275 after Mar 27) 
 
Licensed Lay Leaders/Lay Preachers Program, April 24-26, Fri 5:30- Sun after lunch.  Peter and 
Olga McKellar equip you to be a worship leader.  The focus of the weekend will be Pastoral Care and 
Ethics.  Cost $275 ($305 after Mar 27) 
 
Dimensions of Meaningful Living, May 5-6, Tues 10am-Wed 4pm.  Be guided by Peter and Susan 
Short to experience the restorative power of time apart in a hope-filled exploration of important aspects 
of life.  Cost $235 ($255 after Apr 7) 
 
Prayer of Heart & Body: Yoga & Meditation Retreat, May 8-10, Fri 7pm-Sun 12:30 with Lunch.  
Thomas Ryan, Catholic priest & yoga teacher, facilitates fresh ways of praying that can take you deeper 
into the experience of loving communion with God.  Cost $360 ($390 after Apr 10) 
 
Streams of Faith: Inter-faith Exploration with Lois Wilson, May 8-10, Fri 7pm-Sun 12:30 with 
lunch.  An educational retreat to learn directly from the rich experience of former United Church 
Moderator Lois Wilson. 
 
These Stones Would Shout!  A special Five Oaks program offered free of charge to groups and 
individuals, to share Five Oaks stories, facts and future vision.  Please register for one of the following 
presentations March 30, 7-8:30pm or April 20, 7-8:30pm 
 
Five Oaks offers a Bed & Breakfast before and after all of our programs.  If you are interested in coming 
to an event, but don’t want to drive back home the same evening, please call us for rates and availability 
of rooms. 
 

Five Oaks Centre 
1 Bethel Road, R.R.3, Paris ON N3L 3E3 
Phone: 519-442-3212   Fax: 519-442-3444 

Email: registrar@fiveoaks.on.ca 
Website: www.fiveoaks.on.ca/programs.htm 



The following two letters, one from Karen and one from Board Chair, Cam Davidson, were 
printed in the 2008 Financial Report Book published in February 2009. 
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The recent Financial Report & Proposed Budget Book reflects an ongoing 
conversation about our stewardship of finances within our St. Paul’s community.  It is 
a conversation that we need everyone to gather for like a family at the kitchen table – 
with every person listening and each person adding ideas and perspectives so that we 
can all make a commitment to support the plan that we develop.  It is important to 
acknowledge that as we reflect on the financial commitment we have together as a St. 
Paul’s family, our vision is blurred by fears and concerns that are stirring amongst us which are 
primarily being named as rooted in the loss of income due to the markets.  We cannot look at our 
financial picture without taking that reality into consideration, which means that like any family, we 
need to intentionally consider:  

 
1)  how we will cover our core costs,   
2)  how we can cut back on any of our core costs and what the implications will be,   
3)  what our priorities are for any money we have available that is over and above those 
     basic core costs, and   
4)  to discern together how we can generate more money for the things we want to invest in. 

 
I have seen much effort repeatedly invested over the years to determine ways to cut costs and 

ensure money is directed toward what is most important – which is no easy task when implications and 
consequences of those cuts affect so many different needs amongst the wide variety of people that make 
up this St. Paul’s community.  Even with this concentrated effort to cut costs, we have still been able to 
continue to support a variety of projects and opportunities over the years. 
 

This past year we raised over $460,000 which is a substantial amount of money.  Like all 
households we need to decide how the money that is given this year will be allocated.  At the town hall 
meeting, people were invited to enter into a wider group discussion about how we might deal with our 
finances. At the Council meeting, we wrestled with how those ideas could be woven into a proposed 
budget as well as looking at some of the broader philosophical concepts and attitudes that impact our 
decisions. 
 

As we look at our financial plan for this year, last year’s total donations would more than cover 
our core costs for this year.  However, there would be only a small amount left over for the multitude of 
specific projects that we supported through our directed donations last year.  While all the projects we 
give to through directed donations are dear to our hearts, there are some areas that are particularly 
critical such as our Social Services Fund and upkeep of the apartment we have responsibility for at 
Couchiching Jubilee House.  It warmed my heart to hear people speak passionately at the Council 
meeting about the need to sustain our commitment to providing funding to areas where people are most 
vulnerable, as well as to uphold our commitment to the wider United Church through the Mission and 
Service Fund. 
 

One of the ways we have named that we need to approach our finances is through generating 
more income.  Some of the ideas already suggested are in the proposed budget – 
 

1)   there is an increase of $9,000 income projected (totaling $15,000 for this 
                  year) from fundraising, that includes a commitment to do that fundraising from 

      the general public rather than only out of the pocketbooks of those who are  
      already giving; 

 
 



 
             2)  there is projected income based on the request that everyone contribute an  
                 over-and-above $30 toward our mandatory fees to presbytery and conference  
                 that go toward the staffing that provides program and pastoral relations support  
                 to our local congregation. 
 

There is also the much bigger question around offerings and stewardship.  There was a time 
when most people in generations before us practiced the concept of “first fruits” – as soon as money was 
received in the household, the first envelope, or the first jar, that money was put into was for God’s work 
in the world through the Church, so if $20 was received, $2 was put in the offering envelope.  I was 
taught that concept as a child – though the lesson seemed vague at the time.  I  received $5 for 
allowance.  Out of that I was to do several things including putting $.50 in a church offering envelope.  
As an adult, that percentage of ten percent did not carry over in my thinking and in my early adult years, 
I either gave nothing – presuming there were others who took care of those things or I gave token 
amounts of change that happened to be in my wallet.  I just didn’t get the bigger picture, even though I 
was a junior elder on the board. 
 

I have spoken to a number of people recently about offerings and their feeling that they lack 
knowledge about the opportunity to give and what it will support.   
 

The first thing I tell people is that as a church family we decided a decade ago that since people 
are giving to God’s work in the world in a variety of ways through different organizations, that it would 
be sufficient if people gave 2% (rather than the biblical 10%) of their household income each year as an 
offering to the Church, which should mean we would have more than enough to do all the good things 
we do.  It was estimated at that time that we would raise over $850,000.  That percentage may need to be 
increased a bit for these days but it would still be a lower percentage than the 10%. 
 

When it seems appropriate I will also tell stories I have permission to share, of people who have 
discovered the joy of intentionally planning to give generously: 
 

�  a person on disability who receives $1,100 a month who gives $10 six times a month – one for 
every 10:30 service in a month and one for every 3:30 Live! service in a month – which totals 
approximately $750 a year which is close to the average amount currently given per year per 
household – even though this household is on a small disability pension. 

 
�  a person who recently realized that it is primarily through the people in the pews that we raise 

our money and was quite easily able to contribute a significant monthly amount through a 
designated donation on Visa or PAR (pre-authorized remittance) … which supports the 
Stewardship rule that says people won’t give unless they are asked. 

 
�  a person who has shared that they have begrudgingly given to the Church over the years, fearful 

that that money could mean there won’t be “enough” for the things their family wants, who has 
discovered freedom and the joy of generosity by challenging themselves to regularly increase the 
percentage they set aside for the church at the beginning of every bank deposit. 

 
In his final sermon, Fred shared a concept around giving, challenging us to consider the possibility 

of living the concept.  What if, every time any of us were going to do anything that was over and above 
our core expenses for life, we either matched that amount (which is what Fred suggested) or at least set 
aside a percentage of that amount (which is what I would suggest) as an offering to God’s work in the 
world through this Church.  For example: 
   

1)  if we go on a trip that costs $1,000 – set aside a gratitude offering of $100, or   
2)  give 10% for every dollar we spend over and above the cost of a basic car, or   
3)  when we go to a restaurant, set aside an equal amount to what we leave as a tip, to be 
     an offering.   
 

 



I found myself thinking about this idea as I planned my money for Guatemala allowing it to 
inform some of my choices so that I didn’t spend every cent set aside for the trip on the trip, but would 
have some of the budget left as an offering. 
 

A minister once told a congregation, “The good news is we have enough money to pay for all the 
work and mission we do as a Church.  The bad news is, it’s still in your bank accounts.”  During these 
turbulent times that will be directly impacting at least a portion of our congregation, it makes people 
anxious thinking that money may not be in our bank accounts in the way it is needed.  And so it is 
particularly critical that we all be intentional about helping through our generosity as much as we are 
able by living the concept of “enough” – using only what we need to have enough, and then sharing the 
rest to experience the joy of ensuring there is enough for everyone. 
 

At the Council meeting someone noted that we all love our Church and the work that we do and 
the difference this Church makes.  When we follow the core concepts that Barbara Coloroso shared in 
her talks that reflect and capture the kind of people we want to be and help our kids to be, which is 
people who care deeply, share generously, help willingly – we may surprise ourselves at what we can do 
together! 
 

Thanks be to God for the power that inspires us to care deeply, share generously, and help 
willingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM CAM DAVIDSON, BOARD CHAIR  

 
This past year has been one of optimism, change and challenge. We wished Fred 
Joblin (who was our Staff Associate for four and a half years) a fond farewell with a 
wonderful party and reception that included much laughter, love and gratitude.  We 
welcomed Monica Moore, our new minister, who came through the door like a breath 
of fresh air and connected with our congregation in her very first service with her 
optimism and confidence.  I believe we can look forward to a team ministry between 
Karen, Monica and Blair that will be packed with new ideas around worship, music, inclusivity, and a 
focus on family.  I believe the positive outlook of the congregation will continue to build a strong 
community and keep us grounded and focused on the opportunities of the challenges ahead.   
 
We have had an exceptional 2008, and 2009 promises to be one of challenge and opportunity.  I am very 
aware, as is the rest of the Board, of the financial challenges that we face this year in the midst of a down 
turn in the economy. The challenges we face are real and serious, but, as St. Paul’s always has, we will 
meet them. As Fred Joblin said in his last sermon “It’s not about the money itself; it’s about the 
commitment to a purpose, a commitment to a vision.. “  St. Paul’s definitely has a vision. I am also 
aware that, in these times, there are tremendous opportunities for St. Paul’s to pull together, work 
together, be a united congregation, and to look out for each other.  If you look at the name on the front of 
this church, it says “St. Paul’s UNITED  Church” That, to me, means that we are united in everything we 
do, whether it be around people, programme, mission, or finances. At the top of our bulletin every 
Sunday it says the Ministers are the People. This church is not about me, it’s not about any individual, 
group, or program, it’s about all of us. The positive approach that people demonstrated at the February 
8 Town Hall meeting is a good example of how working together and looking forward works. Churches 
are also about faith, and as Martin Luther King Jr said “Faith is taking the first step even when you 
don’t see the staircase.”  We have a choice – we can continue with purpose, vision, trust and faith, or we 
can get caught up in the negativity of world economics, fear, conflict, and hopelessness.  Attitude is 
everything. Abraham  
 



Lincoln once said “People are just about as happy as they make up their minds to be.’ Let’s make up our 
minds to choose faith over fear like our forefathers did, unity of purpose over conflict and discord, and 
to move in a positive direction to support our church and its work.  It’s all about tolerance, unity and 
understanding.  I believe nothing ever happens in the past; it happens in the now. Nothing ever happens 
in the future; it happens right now.  Our future is right now .  Our future depends totally on us, the 
congregation of St Paul’s, and on our choices and strategies that we choose right now.  This, ultimately, 
will determine which direction this church goes in, and how successful we will be in meeting the 
challenges of today.  We will be successful and our future is bright .  
 
A very good hockey player, Wayne Gretsky, said ‘you miss every shot you don’t take’.  Let’s take some 
‘shots’…  Let’s have faith in our community to do what is right for everyone. It may take many ideas 
and trials to get to where we want to be, but we will get there.  Let’s give our choices a chance to 
work . We will  get past our fears, we will resolve the conflict, and we will come out on the other side of 
these challenges as a better church and a better people for it.  Things are going to get better. They always 
do.   
 
I would like to personally thank the Board and all the committee members for their gifts of leadership, 
talent, and their ongoing commitment of time and effort. I would also like to thank Karen, Monica, Blair, 
and Fred for their endless hours of work and the effort they put in above and beyond to make worship 
meaningful and inspiring for all.  Thanks to Rachael and Kara for taking on the responsibility of 
Children and Families until Monica arrived.  To Christa, Rachael, and Lenisa - a special thank you for 
the many hours of hard work in the office. Your efforts are greatly appreciated by all of us.  And finally 
to Leona and Robert, many thanks for making our church building look as good as it does. We 
appreciate all that you do.  Thanks to all of you for helping to make this church what it is today.   
 
I look forward to a year of love, faith, trust, unity, and positive action. Let’s work together with the 
belief that we will be okay and the mission of St. Paul’s will continue to be a beacon in our community.      
 
Blessings,   
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YYOOUUTTHH  II NN  AACCTTII OONN  
April 17-19, 2009 

YMCA Geneva Park 
 

2009 Weekend Youth Conference 
Inclusion for All 

High School Aged Y outh 
 

Cost: $100 
Activities:  

Lucan “Lazylegz” Patuelli (www.lazylegz.com) 
Workshops – Black Light Theatre 

Photo Voice, CSI, Careers of the Rich & Famous, 
Discover Who You Are, Freak Out Management  

…. and more! 
www.simcoecommunityservices.ca 
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                                                 Church Staff 
 

Rev. Karen Hilfman Millson    Christa J. Cameron  
Ordained Minister      Office Administrator 
326-7351 Ext. 106        326-7351 Ext. 110 
karenhm@sympatico.ca     financialstpauls@bellnet.ca  
 
Rev. Monica Moore     Rachael Howes 
Ordained Minister     Programme/People Coordinator 
326-7351, Ext. 107     326-7351 Ext. 104 
monica@bellnet.ca     programstpauls@bellnet.ca 
 
Blair J. Bailey      Lenisa Malfait    
Music Director      Secretary/Reception  
326-7351 Ext. 108     326-7351 Ext. 101  
stpaulsorillia@bellnet.ca    stpaulsorillia@bellnet.ca 
 
Becky Bauman       Leona Ladouceur 
326-7351 Ext. 113     Custodian 
Parish Occupational Therapist    Robert Chapman (Sunday custodian) 
email: baumanbecky@yahoo.com   326-7351, Ext. 101 to leave message 
 
Stephen Ministry Contact         

             Cathy Marshall 325-3648 
email: ratz1@rogers.com 
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